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Who's  muzzling  Hiam? 

Will  Mass.  Let 
Insurers  Test? 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Controversy  over 
HIV  testing  by  insurance  com¬ 
panies  has  intensified  following  a 
March  9  hearing  on  a  number  of 
AIDS-related  bills  by  the  leg¬ 
islature’s  Committee  on  Health 
Care. 

The  Committee  heard  testimony 
on  the  following  bills:  a  ban  on 
HIV  testing  by  insurance  com¬ 
panies,  sponsored  by  Sen.  Edward 
Burke  (D-Framingham);  a  call  for 
the  quarantine  of  people  with 
AIDS,  sponsored  by  Sen.  Joseph 
Walsh  (D-Boston);  the  require¬ 
ment  of  HIV  testing  as  a  prere¬ 
quisite  for  marriage  license  ap¬ 
plicants,  sponsored  by  Sen.  Ed¬ 
ward  Kirby  (R-Whitman);  and  for¬ 
mation  of  a  pilot  AIDS  educa¬ 
tional  study  in  Framingham,  spon¬ 
sored  by  Rep.  Barbara  Gray 
(D-Framingham).  A  number  of 
bills  which  would  allow  people  to 
bank  blood  which  could  only  be 


NAMBLA 
Suit  v.  NY  Center 


used  for  family  members  were  also 
before  the  committee. 

On  March  11,  the  Committee 
gave  an  unfavorable  report  to  the 
quarantine  bill,  the  marriage 
license  bill,  and  the  blood  bills. 
The  education  bill  was  sent  to 
House  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Committee  hopes  to  hear 
testimony  from  State  Insurance 
Commissioner  Peter  Hiam  and 
Consumer  Affairs  Commissioner 
Paula  Gold  before  making  a  deci¬ 
sion  on  the  insurance  bill. 

State  Insurance  Commissioner 
Peter  Hiam  issued  a  policy  in  1985 
which  banned  HIV  testing  by  in¬ 
surance  companies.  But  in  De¬ 
cember  of  1986,  Hiam  realized 
that  a  number  of  insurance  com¬ 
panies  were  ignoring  his  policy.  On 
February  2  he  began  formal  pro¬ 
ceedings  to  prevent  those  com¬ 
panies  from  testing.  Hiam  said  he 
Continued  on  page  12 


Skips 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

NEW  YORK  —  The  North 
American  Man/Boy  Love  As¬ 
sociation  (NAMBLA)  has  no 
plans  to  pursue  further  legal  action 
against  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  Services  Center  here,  ac¬ 
cording  to  organization  spokes¬ 
person  Chris  Farrell.  Hence,  a 
stalemate  exists  in  the  current 
discrimination  suit  that  NAMBLA 
filed  with  the  City  Commission  on 
Human  Rights  in  December  1986 
(See  GCN,  Vol  14  No.  22). 

The  Center  has  twice  denied 
meeting  space  to  NAMBLA. 
NAMBLA  believes  they  are  being 
discriminated  against  on  the  basis 
of  their  supportive  stance  on  inter- 
generational  sex.  Bolstered  by  the 
passage  of  Local  Law  2,  New 
York’s  lesbian/gay  rights  or¬ 
dinance,  NAMBLA  sought  to  re¬ 
dress  its  grievance  through  city 
bureaucratic  channels.  However, 
the  Commission  on  Human  Rights 
has  not  proceeded  with 
NAMBLA’s  complaint,  apparent¬ 
ly  because  it  was  improperly  filed. 
The  Commission’s  policy  requires 
that  those  filing  complaints  meet 
with  Commission  staff;  according 
to  Charles  Brack  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion,  NAMBLA  neglected  to  do 
so.  There  is  also  doubt  about 
whether  Local  Law  2  is  applicable 
in  this  case,  since  it  only  covers 
“sexual  orientation”  discrimina¬ 
tion,  not  issues  related  to  inter- 
generational  sex. 

Says  Farrell,  “My  understan¬ 
ding  is  that  the  Commission  didn’t 
proceed  because  they  didn’t  feel 
that  the  format  we  followed  in  fil¬ 
ing  the  suit  was  correct.  They  say 
they  can  only  respond  to  a  com¬ 
plaint  by  an  individual  and  not  by 
an  organization. 

“We  don’t  plan  to  file  the  suit  in 
a  different  manner.  It  doesn’t 
mean  that  we’re  dropping  the  suit, 
it  just  means  we  may  not  agree  that 
their  bureaucratic  procedure  is 
correct  or  necessary.” 

However,  according  to  Charles 
Brack,  although  there  have  been 
no  precedents  under  Local  Law  2, 


the  agency  may  handle  complaints 
filed  by  an  organized  group  as  well 
as  those  made  by  individuals. 

Farrel  said  NAMBLA  doesn’t 
anticipate  any  further  confronta¬ 
tion  with  the  Center  in  the  near 
future.  When  pressed,  he  elab¬ 
orated  that  the  organization  is 
concentrating  on  other  priorities. 
NAMBLA’s  New  York  group,  the 
Horatio  Alger  Chapter,  now  meets 
in  a  rented  commercial  studio 
space  —  Farrell  claims  this  is  an 
improvement  over  meeting  in  pri¬ 
vate  apartments,  but  is  still  not  an 
ideal  situation. 

Robert  Woodworth,  Building 
Manager  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community  Services  Center,  con¬ 
firmed  that  the  Center  has  received 
no  notice  of  the  discrimination 
suit.  He  explained  that  the 
Center’s  Board  of  Directors  decid¬ 
ed  to  publicly  respond  to  the 
Continued  on  page  6 
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Heritage  of  resistance 

A  Day  to  Celebrate 
Working-Class  Women 


BOSTON  —  Over  400 
women  greeted  the  76th  an¬ 
niversary  of  International 
Women’s  Day  with  a  rousing 
march  and  five-hour  celebra¬ 
tion  on  March  8. 

In  commemoration  of  the 
day  inspired  by  the  struggles  of 
working-class  women  and  cel¬ 
ebrated  around  the  world,  this 
year’s  rally  brought  speakers 
from  far  and  wide.  They  in¬ 
cluded  women  from  the  libera¬ 
tion  movements  of  El  Salvador, 
South  Africa  and  Southeast 
Asia,  as  well  as  local  lesbian 
labor  activist  and  All  People’s 
Congress  member,  Chris  Snow; 
a  representative  from  the 
Union  for  the  Homeless, 
Sevina  Martin;  and  Annette 
Diaz,  a  Puerto  Rican  activist 
with  the  Boston  committee 
fighting  for  the  rights  of  the  16 
Puerto  Rican  independence  ac¬ 
tivists  arrested  August  30,  1985 
for  their  alleged  involvement  in 
a  bank  robbery. 

The  day’s  theme  was 
“Women  United:  No  War,  No 


Int’I  Women’s  Day  marchers  wind  their  way  down  Tremont 
St.,  Boston,  March  8. 


Racism,  No  Oppression.” 

Sponsors  of  the  event  includ¬ 
ed  the  Disabled  People’s 
Liberation  Front,  the 
Reproductive  Rights  National 


Network  (Boston),  the  Alliance 
Against  Women’s  Oppression 
and  the  All  People’s  Congress. 

— Stephanie  Poggi 


Enthusiastic  clapping  greets  presentations  at  Dorchester 
Women’s  Day  event,  March  7. 


DORCHESTER,  MA  -  In 
1977,  seven  working-class 
women  got  together  to  organize 
the  first  annual  Dorchester  In¬ 
ternational  Women’s  Day  Cel¬ 
ebration.  A  hundred  and  fifty 
women  turned  out  for  the 


event.  On  March  7  of  this  year, 
over  1 50  women  gathered  at  the 
Grover  Cleveland  School  to 
joyfully  mark  a  decade  of 
women’s  days  and  the  resist¬ 
ance  by  women  garment 
workers  in  the  mid- 1850s  and 


early  1900s  which  inspired  that 
tradition. 

The  event  included  work¬ 
shops  followed  by  lunch,  a 
political  craft  fair,  music,  skits 
and  a  summation  of  the  day’s 
workshops. 

Workshops  iricluded  Econ¬ 
omic  Myths  and  Realities,  For 
Incest  Survivors  Only,  For 
Women  from  Latin  America 
and  the  Caribbean,  For  Teens 
Only,  Keeping  Up  the  Resist¬ 
ance,  Maintaining  the  Move¬ 
ment  and  Women  in  South 
Africa.  Representatives  from  a 
diverse  group  of  organizations 
contributed  to  the  workshops, 
including  the  Free  South  Africa 
Movement;  Support  of  Sisters, 
a  support  network  for  women 
of  color;  Disabled  People’s 
Liberation  Front;  We’re 
Educators  with  a  Touch  of 
Class,  a  family  health  educa¬ 
tion  program;  and  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Friends  Service  Committee 
Justice  Project. 

— Kim  Westheimer 


The  merits  of  education  v.  contract  tracing 

Swedes  &  Dutch  Split  on  AIDS  Plan 


By  Martin  Heggestad 

STOCKHOLM  —  Sweden 
and  the  Netherlands  have 
developed  sharply  contrasting 
approaches  to  the  problem  of 
AIDS.  The  Swedish  tack, 
which  emphasizes  compulsory 
testing  and  allows  for 
surveillance,  appears  to  have 
had  less  success  at  stopping  the 
spread  of  the  illness  than  the 
education-oriented  program  of 
the  Dutch. 

According  to  a  report  in  the 
West  German  newspaper  Der 
Spiegel,  Sweden  has  become 
the  only  Western  European 
country  besides  Iceland  to  re¬ 
quire  health  workers  to  report 
the  names  of  all  people  who 
test  postitive  for  the  HIV  an¬ 
tibody.  As  of  September  1985, 
Swedish  doctors  are  legally 
compelled  to  test  patients  upon 


mere  “suspicion”  of  an  HIV 
infection.  To  date,  1323  an¬ 
tibody-positive  residents  of 
Sweden  have  been  identified. 
These  people  are  legally  forbid¬ 
den  to  donate  blood,  organs, 
or  sperm.  Prostitutes  who  test 
positive  must  give  up  their  pro¬ 
fession. 

In  addition,  doctors  are  per-  ' 
mitted  to  “forbid”  certain  sex¬ 
ual  practices  to  health-care 
clients  with  positive  antibody 
tests.  If  the  client  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  comply,  the  doctor  can 
turn  his  or  her  personal  data 
over  to  public  health 
authorities,  who  may  at  their 
discretion  use  such  means  as 
official  warnings,  police 
surveillance,  and  confinement 
to  a  hospital.  This  last  measure 
has  been  used  only  once,  in  the 


case  of  an  IV-drug  user. 

According  to  some 
observers,  Der  Spiegel  reports, 
these  measures  have  been 
counterproductive,  leading  to 
an  atmosphere  of  fear  and 
distrust  towards  public  health 
officials. 

The  Dutch,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  conducting  one  of 
Europe’s  most  comprehensive 
AIDS  education  campaigns, 
working  to  promote  safer  sex 
and  drug  use  practices.  They 
have  avoided  scare  tactics, 
claiming  that  while  sensational 
advertising  may  attract  atten¬ 
tion,  it  has  poor  results  in 
changing  behavior.  Jan  van 
Wijngaarden,  coordinator  of 
AIDS  policy  in  the 
Netherlands,  told  Der  Spiegel 
“We  are  afraid  of  fear.” 


The  Dutch  program  focuses 
on  intensive  counseling, 
preferably  in  small  groups.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  psychologist  David 
Stein,  “To  change  sexual 
behavior  is  a  very  difficult  pro¬ 
cess.  We  can  only  proceed  one 
step  at  a  time.” 

Although  it  is  too  early  to 
tell  for  sure,  it  seems  that  the 
Dutch  may  be  having  greater 
success  than  their  more  heavy- 
handed  neighbors.  Der  Spiegel 
reports  that  the  use  of  con¬ 
doms  is  long  since  widespread 
in  the  gay  mecca  of  Amster¬ 
dam.  In  addition,  educational 
efforts  and  the  dispensing  of 
disposable  syringes  have  led  to 
a  low  rate  of  HIV  infection 
among  IV-drug  users. 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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News  Notes - 

insurance  doctor  threatens  gay  man 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  National  Gay  Rights  Ad¬ 
vocates  (NGRA)  recently  announced  it  has  filed  com¬ 
plaints  against  American  Founder’s  Life  Insurance 
Company  and  one  of  its  physicians  for  threatening  to 
assault  an  insurance  applicant.  The  doctor  allegedly 
shouted,  “I  ought  to  punch  your  face  in,  you  faggot 
bastard,”  after  applicant  Ken  Snowden  questioned 
the  legality  of  a  company  release  form  requiring  him 
to  agree  to  a  test  for  HIV  antibodies. 

According  to  Benjamin  Schatz,  director  of 
NGRA’s  AIDS  Civil  Rights  Project,  Snowden  applied 
for  insurance  last  August.  His  premium  check  was 
cashed  in  September.  In  October,  a  representative  of 
American  Founder’s  asked  Snowden  if  he  would  per¬ 
mit  a  physician  to  visit  his  San  Francisco  home  to  ob¬ 
tain  blood  and  urine  samples.  Snowden  agreed,  and 
on  October  28,  the  physician  arrived  with  a  general 
release  form  from  the  Home  Office  Reference 
Laboratory  (HORL),  which  included  authorization  for 
HIV  antibody  testing.  When  Snowden  questioned  the 
test’s  legality,  the  doctor  allegedly  threatened  to 
punch  him,  said  “What  are  you  afraid  of,  do  you  have 
something?”  and  then  accused  Snowden  of  having 
AIDS. 

NGRA  has  filed  complaints  with  the  California 
Department  of  Insurance,  California  Department  of 
Fair  Employment  and  Housing,  the  Board  of  Medical 
Quality  Assurance,  and  California  Attorney  General 
John  van  de  Kamp. 

—  Kathryn  Diaz 


Vatican  dismisses  gay  jesuit 

NEW  YORK  —  John  J.  O’Neil,  a  Catholic  priest 
and  author  of  The  Church  and  the  Homosexual,  has 
been  dismissed  from  the  Jesuit  order  by  the  Vatican, 
according  to  a  report  in  the  New  York  Times.  A  self- 
described  “celibate  homosexual,”  O’Neil  defied 
Vatican  attempts  to  prevent  him  from  publicly  stating 
his  views  —  that  gay  relationships  can  be  morally 
good  —  in  the  wake  of  papal  pronouncements  and 
church  doctrine  which  condemn  gay  and  lesbian  sex¬ 
uality. 

The  Vatican  action  against  O’Neil,  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Jesus  for  38  years,  allows  him  to  re¬ 
main  a  priest  if  a  bishop  can  be  found  who  allows  him 
to  exercise  his  priestly  functions  —  celebrating 
mass,  performing  marriages,  etc. 

—  Don  Hill 
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night  of  a  thousand  gowns 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Night  of  a  Thousand  Gowns 
Charity  Ball,  a  salute  to  impressionists  and  imper¬ 
sonators,  will  be  held  here  on  March  28.  The  ball’s  pro¬ 
ceeds  benefit  the  AIDS  Action  Council,  National 
Gay/Lesbian  Task  Force,  the  Human  Rights  Cam¬ 
paign  Fund,  the  National  1987  Lesbian/Gay  March  on 
Washington  and  the  New  York  Gay/Lesbian  Com¬ 
munity  Center. 

The  first  Lynne  Carter  Award  will  be  presented  to 
the  Imperial  Court  System,  a  group  that  has  raised 
funds  to  fight  AIDS. 

Lynne  Carter,  known  internationally  as  a  female 
impressionist,  died  of  AIDS  in  January  of  1985.  Carter 
was  the  first  female  impressionist  to  play  at  Carnegie 
Hall.  He  also  organized  fundraising  for  AIDS 
organizations. 

Impersonators  from  across  the  U.S.  and  Canada 
will  perform  at  the  ball. 

For  more  information  and  the  “Debutante’s 
Guide,”  call  (212)  861-1139  or  write  Thousand  Gowns, 
1 06 V*  Lexington  Ave,  New  York,  NY  10016. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


queers  fill  out  ranks  of  catholic  clergy 

CHICAGO  —  The  number  of  gay  priests  and 
brothers  appears  to  be  on  the  rise,  according  to 
seminarians  and  clergy,  reports  In  These  Times.  Mar¬ 
quette  University  ethics  professor  Dan  Maguire,  who 
was  a  priest  on  the  faculty  of  a  seminary  in  the  ’60s, 
said  the  trend  is  “not  out  of  the  goodness  of  Rome’s 
heart.  Rather,  they’ve  been  short  on  priests  for  the 
last  decade  or  so,  and  this  is  Rome's  way  of  filling  the 
bill.”  Maguire  added  that  there  used  to  be  great  con¬ 
cern  if  a  candidate  showed  “a  hint  of  gayness.  If  the 
guy  was  not  sufficiently  athletic,  he  could  be  booted.” 
According  to  Maguire,  it  was  only  when  the  bishops 
realized  that  they  would  soon  have  no  priests  that 
they  began  admitting  gay  men. 

Maguire  also  stated  that  allowing  gay  men  to 
become  priests  clarifies  a  hierarchy  of  those  con¬ 
sidered  “misfits”  by  the  Catholic  church.  “The  church 
will  take  gay  men  [as  priests]  before  they’ll  take  mar¬ 
ried  men  who  are  ‘tainted’  by  women.  Both  of  these 
groups  will  be  preferable  to  taking  women.  This— and 
the  fact  that  the  hierarchy,  like  society,  has  a  view  of 
gay  being  effeminate  and  therefore  inferior — makes 
me  think  that  at  the  bottom  of  most  of  this  is  more 
than  a  bit  of  misogyny.” 

—  Kathryn  Diaz 


community  centers’  conference 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Two  major  gay/lesbian  com¬ 
munity  centers  in  the  U.S.  —  New  York’s  and  Los 
Angeles’  —  have  organized  a  day-long  meeting  of 
community  centers  to  encourage  networking,  share 
resources  and  discuss  organizational  issues. 

To  be  held  in  Los  Angeles  during  the  National 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Helath  Conference,  the  session  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  March  25  from  9-5  p.m.  at 
the  Los  Angeles  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Ser¬ 
vices  Center.  The  conference  is  open  to  50  par¬ 
ticipants  and  will  include  workshops  and  roundtable 
discussions  on  fundraising,  programs  and  public 
relations. 

According  to  Richard  Burns,  Executive  Director 
of  the  New  York  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Ser¬ 
vices  Center,  Inc.,  “This  will  be  a  very  exciting  day¬ 
long  conference  because  so  many  of  us  throughout 
the  country  are  working  to  build  these  centers,  but  we 
are  so  rarely  in  touch  with  each  other.  The  conference 
will  help  us  to  learn  from  each  other  and  share 
resources,  ideas  and  enthusiasm.” 

Registration  information  is  available  by  sending 
a  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  to  Community 
Center  Conference,  c/o  John  Olson,  GLCSC,  1213  N. 
Highland  Avenue,  Hollywood,  CA  90038.  Questions 
can  be  phoned  in  to  (213)  464-7400,  x209. 


some  sexual  practices  “low  risk” 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Gay  men  who  engage  only 
in  oral  sex  or  “insertive”  anal  intercourse  (i.e.  fucking 
other  men  in  the  ass)  seem  to  have  a  relatively  low  risk 
of  becoming  infected  with  HIV,  according  to  a  study 
published  in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  as  reported  in  the  Washington  Blade. 

The  researchers  at  the  University  of  California  at 
Berkeley  who  conducted  the  study  found  no  signifi¬ 
cant  difference  in  the  rate  of  those  testing  positive  for 
HIV  antibody  among  men  who  reported  practicing 
either  only  oral  sex  or  “insertive”  anal  intercourse, 
and  among  those  who  reported  they  had  no  sex  at  all 
or  sex  with  a  single  partner  over  a  two-year  period. 
The  group  reporting  it  engaged  only  in  oral  sex  tested 
positive  at  a  rate  of  24.7  percent  and  the  group  repor¬ 
ting  “insertive”  anal  intercourse  tested  positive  at 
26.7  percent. 

On  the  other  hand,  those  men  who  reported 
engaging  in  “receptive”  anal  intercourse  (i.e.,  being 
fucked  in  the  ass)  were  found  to  test  positive  at  44.7 
percent  —  almost  double  the  rate  of  the  other  groups. 

The  researchers  cautioned,  however,  that  their 
study  does  not  completely  ruleout  the  possibility  that 
HIV  can  be  transmitted  through  oral  sex  or  from  the 
“receptive”  to  the  "insertive”  partner  in  anal  inter¬ 
course. 

The  study,  which  used  gay  men  between  the 
ages  of  25  and  54  years  —  selected  at  random  —  also 
shows  that  the  number  of  sexual  partners  a  man  had 
is  a  factor  in  a  positive  test  result.  Of  the  men  saying 
they  had  no  sexual  partners  in  the  two  years  immed¬ 
iately  prior  to  being  interviewed  for  the  study,  1 7.6  per¬ 
cent  tested  positive.  The  group  reporting  one  sexual 
partner  in  the  same  period  tested  positive  at  a  rate  of 
18.2  percent.  Those  reporting  between  two  and  nine 
partners  during  the  two-year  period  had  a  positive 
test  rate  of  31.6  percent,  those  reporting  between  10 
and  49  partners  had  a  53.8  positivity  result  and  the 
group  reporting  more  than  50  partners  had  a  positive 
rate  of  70.9  percent. 

The  study  also  examined  the  relationship  bet¬ 
ween  a  positive  test  result  and  the  practices  of 
douching,  fisting,  using  dildos  and  inserting  a  finger 
into  the  rectum  of  a  partner.  Only  douching  appeared 
to  increase  the  positivity  rate  of  participants  in  the 
study.  Warren  Winkelstein,  one  of  the  researchers  for 
the  study,  said  douching  appears  to  alter  the  rectal 
lining,  possibly  making  it  easier  for  the  HIV  virus  to 
enter  a  person’s  system. 

—Martin  Heggestad 


episcopal  bishop  seeks  support  for 
gay  couples 

NEWARK,  NJ  —  The  bishop  of  ths  city’s 
Episcopal  Diocese,  John  Shelby  Spong,  has  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  national  Episcopal  Church 
recognize  unions  between  persons  who  are  not  mar¬ 
ried,  including  gay  men  and  lesbians,  according  to 
the  New  York  Times.  Supporting  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  the  Diocese’s  Task  Force  on  Changing  Pat¬ 
terns  of  Sexuality  and  Family  Life,  Sprong  urged  the 
Episcopal  Church  to  “open  its  eyes  to  reality”  by 
recognizing  that  “there  are  other  patterns  that  exist” 
other  than  those  followed  by  heterosexual  married 
couples. 

Opposition  to  the  proposal  is  expected  both  in 
the  Newark  Diocese  —  considered  among  the  coun¬ 
try’s  most  progressive  —  and  on  the  national  level, 
despite  the  support  of  church  Presiding  Bishop  Ed¬ 
mond  Lee  Browning. 

—  Don  Hill 


lesbian  and  gay  symposium  for 
youth  workers 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  first  National  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Youth  Symposium  and  Networking  Conference 
will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Eighth  National 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Conference.  The  one  day 
symposium  will  be  geared  towards  gay  and  non-gay 
people  working  in  the  field  of  youth  services. 

Sponsored  by  the  Youth  Services  Department  of 
the  Los  Angeles  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Center, 
the  symposium  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  March  25. 
Advanced  registration  is  available  until  February  28. 
For  more  information,  call  (213)  464-7400  ex  34  or 
write  Youth  Services  GLCSC  1213  N.  Highland 
Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90038. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


europe  gets  a  little  sexy  on  safe  sex 

HAMBURG,  Germany  —  Some  European  govern¬ 
ments  have  shown  considerable  sexual  openness  in 
their  AIDS  education  campaigns,  as  shown  by  some 
examples  reported  in  the  West  German 
newsmagazine  Der  Spiegel. 

In  Switzerland,  a  TV  news  anchorman 
demonstrated  on  the  air  how  to  put  on  a  condom, 
although  he  used  his  middle  finger  rather  than  the 
proper  organ. 

In  Denmark,  a  public  health  agency  put  full-page 
ads  in  newspapers  showing  a  picture  of 
Copenhagen’s  red-light  district  with  the  caption, 
“You  can  get  more  than  a  quick  fuck  here.” 

In  Norway,  almost  every  newspaper  has  carried 
an  ad  showing  an  erect  penis  with  arms  stretched  out 
as  if  to  dive  into  a  pool.  The  caption:  “Think  before 
you  leap  into  pleasure.” 

In  Finland,  public  health  officials  have  proposed 
subsidizing  condoms  so  that  teenagers  can  better  af¬ 
ford  them. 

However,  in  Italy,  a  safer  sex  campaign  has  met 
opposition  from,  the  Catholic  church.  Radio  Vatican 
stated,  “It  is  not  the  condom,  but  rather  chastity 
which  is  the  true  weapon  against  AIDS” 

—  Martin  Heggestad 


nurse  fired  for  denying  pwa  care 

HUTCHINSON,  KS  —  The  Reno  County  Commis¬ 
sion  has  upheld  the  firing  of  a  public  health  nurse  who 
refused  to  care  for  a  person  with  AIDS  (PWA),  accor¬ 
ding  to  Another  Voice. 

“I  feel  a  little  sick. . .  I’m  not  sure  if  I’ll  ever  get 
another  job  in  nursing,”  nurse  Margaret  Durr  said 
after  the  3-0  vote  upholding  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment’s  decision.  Durr  had  been  instructed  to  check 
the  general  condition  of  the  PWA  and  decide  if  he  was 
eligible  for  home  health  care.  Initially,  she  said,  she 
planned  to  carry  out  the  instruction,  but  changed  her 
mind  after  talking  with  her  husband. 

The  PWA,  who  was  determined  to  need  care  by 
Durr’s  supervisor,  has  thus  far  not  taken  advantage  of 
the  agency’s  services. 

Diirr  told  the  County  Commission  that  she 
should  have  the  right  to  refuse  a  case  that  she  didn’t 
think  she  could  handle  and  that  she  considered 
dangerous.  “At  the  time,  I  did  what  I  felt  was  right 
[based  on]  my  knowledge  and  education.  At  the  time,  I 
felt  unsafe,”  Durr  contented. 

The  Public  Health  Department,  however,  denied 
that  she  was  in  any  dnager  and  maintained  that  she 
had  a  professional  responsibility  to  the  PWA  and  that 
she  was  asked  to  do  routine  tasks  she  was  well- 
trained  to  carry  out.  “The  nurses  in  our  health  depart¬ 
ment  are  expected  to  perform  the  duties  that  come 
with  the  scope  of  their  prime  responsibility,”  said 
Health  Department  attorney  Joe  O’Sullivan. 

Durr’s  lawyer  said  no  decision  had  been  made 
regarding  an  appeal. 

—  Barbara  Siegel 

—  news  notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  poggi 
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Boston  Bans  AIDS  Bias  against  City  Workers 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  An  executive  order 
forbidding  discrimination  against 
city  employees  with  AIDS,  ARC 
or  HIV  antibodies  was  released 
March  6. 

The  order  also  calls  for  AIDS 
education  for  those  employees. 

“Clearly,  as  the  greatest  public 
health  issue  of  our  time,  AIDS  is  a 
complicated  and  frightening  sub¬ 
ject  for  many  people,”  said  Mayor 
Raymond  Flynn  at  a  March  7  press 
conference.  “Our  job  is  to  sup¬ 
plant  fear  with  the  facts.  This  is  the 
theme  of  our  municipal  em¬ 
ployment  policy  on  AIDS.” 

Specifically,  the  policy  affirms 
the  city’s  commitment  to  a  state 
law  which  prohibits  employers 
from  requiring  HIV  antibody  or 
antigen  tests  as  a  condition  of 
employment.  The  city  is  also  for¬ 
bidden  to  refuse  to  “hire,  employ, 
classify  or  upgrade,  by  barring  or 
discharging  from  employment,  or 
by  otherwise  discriminating 
against  any  person ..  .because 
such  person  has  AIDS  or  ARC,  is 
infected  with  HIV,  or  is  perceived 
to  have  or  be  at  risk  for  AIDS, 


ARC,  or  HIV  infection.” 

The  order  also  protects  the  right 
of  employees  to  not  disclose  the 
nature  of  an  illness  when  absent 
from  work.  If  an  employee  does 
disclose  that  he  or  she  has  AIDS, 
such  information  is  to  be  kept  con¬ 
fidential. 

Mandatory  education  for  em¬ 
ployees  began  on  March  1 1  and 
will  be  ongoing.  These  sessions  will 
focus  on  the  nature  of  AIDS, 
discrimination  and  confidentiali¬ 
ty. 

“Although  I  think  it  merely 
duplicates  protections  already  in 
place  by  state  and  federal  law.  I’m 
encouraged  that  the  mayor  has 
taken  this  stance,”  said  Denise 
McWilliams,  director  of  the  AIDS 
Law  Project  for  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocates  and  Defenders  of 
Boston.  McWilliams  said  she  was 
particularly  pleased  by  the  inclu¬ 
sion  of  an  educational  program  for 
city  employees. 

“It’s  a  good  beginning,”  said 
Larry  Kessler,  executive  director 
of  Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee.  “Rather  than  waiting  until 


- -  X 

NY  cops  address  forum 


Gay  Police 
for  Boston? 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  The  Gay  Of¬ 
ficers  Action  League  (GOAL) 
of  New  York  City  has  joined 
the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  to  push  for 
the  hiring  of  openly  gay  or  les¬ 
bian  police  officers  by  the  city 
of  Boston. 

Members  of  GOAL  address¬ 
ed  the  issue  in  a  March  9  forum, 
the  second  in  a  series  sponsored 
by  the  Alliance.  Over  40  local 
community  members  attended. 

“It  is  significant  that  we  had 
to  go  to  New  York  to  get  openly 
gay  police  officers,”  said  Will 
Hutchinson,  Alliance  presi¬ 
dent.  He  added  that  it  is  the 
reponsibility  of  the  Boston 
Police  Department  to  recruit 
openly  gay  and  lesbian  officers. 

“We’re  not  asking  for  nu¬ 
merical  goals  or  quotas,”  ex¬ 
plained  Alliance  member  Don 
Gorton.  “We’re  not  asking  for 
preferential  treatment.” 

The  New  York  police  depart¬ 
ment  does  not  actively  recruit 
lesbian  and  gay  officers. 
GOAL  was  formed  in  1982  by 
two  gay  members  of  the  police 
force.  Currently  200  gay  men 
and  lesbians  belong  to  GOAL. 
Twelve  of  those  members,  in- 

V  _ 1_ 


eluding  two  lesbians,  are  open¬ 
ly  gay. 

GOAL  was  initially  met  with 
mistrust  —  based  on  general 
mistrust  of  police  officers  —  by 
some  lesbian  and  gay  organiza¬ 
tions,  said  Sam  Ciccone,  one  of 
GOAL’S  co-founders.  But  due 
to  extensive  public  exposure, 
that  mistrust  has  generally 
disappeared,  he  said. 

Most  non-gay  police  officers 
have  been  accepting  of  openly 
gay  officers,  said  Peter  Guar- 
dino,  president  of  GOAL. 
Their  attitude  has  been  “if  he 
can  do  the  job”  it’s  fine  to 
work  with  a  gay  officer. 

In  Boston,  Captain  Donald 
Devine  was  appointed  as  the 
police  department’s  liaison  to 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community 
in  1983.  French  Wall,  an  aide  to 
gay  city  councillor  David  Scon- 
dras,  noted  that  Devine,  who 
works  full  time  as  a  police  of¬ 
ficer,  is  not  at  all  visible  in  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community. 
“To  have  a  straight-identified 
person  as  the  liaison  is  in¬ 
sulting,”  said  Wall.  “We  don’t 
need  a  liaison,  we  need  openly 
gay  police  officers,”  added 
Hutchinson. 


they  have  employees  with  AIDS  it 
[the  policy)  is  anticipating  that. 
I’m  really  happy  he  [Flynn]  did  it 
in  the  form  of  an  executive  order. 
It  gives  it  more  teeth.” 

“An  executive  order  is  impor¬ 


tant  because  as  opposed  to  just 
adopting  something  as  policy,  it 
sets  more  of  a  leadership  tone,” 
agreed  Ann  Maguire,  Flynn’s 
liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  “It  sets  and  example  for 


other  workplaces.  I  feel  real  good 
about  it.” 

The  policy  was  developed  over 
the  last  few  months  by  the  Mayor’s 
task  force  on  AIDS,  chaired  by 
Maguire. 


N.H.  faces  proposed  anti-gay  foster  care,  day  care  law 

‘Duke’  Protest  Spurned 
by  N.H.  Gay  Activists 


By  Kim  Westheimer 
CONCORD,  NH  —  A  “Duke- 
watch,”  sponsored  by  the  Boston- 
based  Stonewall  Democratic  Club, 
irked  a  local  lesbian  and  gay  group 
as  well  as  its  intended  target. 

“Duke-watches,”  or  protests  at 
events  featuring  Massachusetts 
Governor  Michael  Dukakis,  have 
been  prevalent  in  the  Boston  area 
for  the  last  two  years.  They  have 
centered  around  a  state  policy 
which  restricts  lesbians  and  gay 
men  from  becoming  foster 
parents.  Now  that  the  governor 
has  made  his  presidential  aspira¬ 
tions  known,  Duke  watches  have 
begun  to  follow  him  on  the  cam¬ 
paign  trail. 

On  March  6,  slogan-chanting, 
sign-carrying  people  made  their 
presence  known  outside  of  an  an¬ 
nual  Democratic  Party  dinner,  at 
which  Dukakis  was  a  featured 
speaker.  They  distributed  flyers 
that  included  pictures  of  Anita 
Bryant,  Jerry  Falwell  and  Dukakis 
along  with  the  phrase,  “Save  the 
Children  from  the  Bigots.” 

Some  members  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Coalition  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights  (CLGR)  fear  that 
the  strategy  used  by  the  Duke- 
watchers  will  undermine  their  own 
political  strategy.  CLGR  is  cur¬ 
rently  working  to  prevent  passage 
of  a  bill  that  in  addition  to  pro¬ 
hibiting  lesbian  and  gay  foster 
parents,  would  outlaw  adoption 
by  lesbian  and  gay  parents  and  the 
direction  of  child  care  centers  by 
lesbians  or  gay  men. 

Ellen  Muzinsky  of  CLGR  said 
the  presence  of  the  protesters  may 
have  alienated  people  who  are 
wavering  or  unsure  about  how 
they  are  going  to  vote  on  the  child 
care  bill.  “One  thing  that  concerns 
me,”  said  Muzinsky,  “is  that  a  lot 
of  middle-of-the-road  Democrats 
and  Republicans,  even  conser¬ 
vatives,  are  able  to  see  this  legisla¬ 
tion  as  being  sponsored  and  push¬ 
ed  by  the  right  wing.  To  emphasize 
that  Dukakis  thinks  [the  legisla¬ 
tion]  is  a  good  idea  gives  it 
credibility  and  might  help  pass  the 
bill.” 

In  addition,  said  Muzinsky,  out¬ 
side  organizations  should  consult 
with  local  groups  before  entering 
their  turf.  “Sometimes  people 
make  judgments  that  because 


we’re  not  part  of  a  big  city  we’re 
not  knowlegeable  or  [politically] 
sophisticated.  That’s  just  wrong,” 
said  Muzinsky.  “We  think  about 
this  stuff.  We’re  not  just  a  bunch 
of  closeted  gays.” 

Although  they  had  heard  of 
plans  for  a  Duke-watch  months 
ago,  CLGR  did  not  know  it  would 
take  place  until  two  days  before 
the  event,  said  Muzinsky. 

“You  don’t  gain  political  power 
by  being  quiet,”  countered  French 
Wall,  one  of  the  Duke-watchers. 
Wall  said  they  hadn’t  invited 
CLGR  to  join  the  protest  because 


they  were  aware  that  CLGR  was 
opposed  to  the  action. 

“We  thought  now  was  the  time 
to  move,”  said  Tony  Watson, 
another  one  of  the  Duke-watchers. 
“We  need  to  show  the  legislators 
that  they  better  not  vote  for  that 
legislation.  If  they  do,  they  could 
suffer  the  same  consequences  [as] 
Dukakis.”  Watson  said  his  aim  in 
attending  the  rally  was  to  show  the 
legislators  that  it  was  “politically 
dangerous  and  stupid”  to  do 
something  that’s  anti-gay. 

—filed  from  Boston 


Comadres  Address 
Women’s  Day  Event 


DORCHESTER,  MA  —  America  Sosa,  a  representative  of 
an  El  Salvadoran  group  which  works  with  relatives  of  people  who 
have  disappeared  or  been  assassinated  in  that  country  addresses  a 
workshop  at  the  March  Dorchester  International  Women’s  Day 
Celebration.  (See  page  one.) 

Comadres,  an  organization  of  700  women,  are  standing  up  to 
the  death  squads  of  El  Salvador  by  serving  as  a  network  for 
resistance  against  the  government.  In  addition  to  providing 
information  for  relatives  of  missing  people,  Comadres  is  spreading 
the  word  of  the  situation  in  El  Salvador  internationally  and  pro¬ 
viding  food  for  hundreds  of  El  Salvadoran  people  who  have  been 
displaced  by  ongoing  U.S.-sponsored  bombings  and  massacres. 

— Kim  Westheimer 


News  Notes 


ny  study  of  prisoners  dead  from  aids 

ALBANY,  NY  —  A  demographic  study  of  177  New 
York  State  prisoners  who  died  of  AIDS  between  1981 
and  1985  has  been  released  by  the  New  York  State 
Commission  of  Correction. 

The  study’s  results,  as  printed  in  the  National  In¬ 
stitute  of  Justice  Reports,  reveals  the  following  pro¬ 
file  of  a  “typical”  prisoner  who  has  died  of  AIDS:  He 
was  most  likely  a  Hispanic  or  Black  single  male 
heterosexual,  34  years  old,  with  a  history  of  in¬ 
travenous  drug  use  prior  to  incarceration.  He  was  pro¬ 
bably  born  in  the  New  York  City  area  and  convicted  of 
robbery,  burglary  or  drug-related  offenses.  He  spent 
an  average  of  21.7  months  in  the  prison  system  prior 
to  death.  He  probably  developed  pneumocystis  car- 
ninii  pneumonia  and  died  after  spending  approx¬ 
imately  35  days  in  a  hospital. 

The  study  is  available  free  of  cost  from  the  New 
York  State  Commission  of  Correction,  60  South  Pearl 
Street,  Albany,  NY  12207. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


catholic  clergy  with  aids 

CHICAGO  —  Two  Roman  Catholic  priests  and 
three  religious  brothers  have  died  of  AIDS  in  Chicago, 
according  to  the  Chicago  Tribune. 

Brother  Rick  Garcia,  Midwest  coordinator  of  the 
Catholic  Coalition  for  Gay  Civil  Rights  and  a  long¬ 
time  minister  to  Chicago’s  gay  community,  says  that 
he  knows  of  several  other  Catholic  clergymen  in  the 
Chicago  area  who  have  the  disease.  Garcia  faults  the 
church  for  not  facing  the  issues  posed  by  the  clergy 
with  AIDS,  stating  that  the  “lack  of  response  to  the 
crisis  is  scandalous.” 

It  is  impossible  to  tell  how  many  Catholic  priests 
and  religious  nationwide  have  AIDS,  since  many  con¬ 
ceal  their  condition. 

Bill  Kenkelen,  a  writer  who  has  covered  AIDS  for 
the  National  Catholic  Reporter,  told  the  Tribune,  “The 
presence  of  AIDS  among  men  publicly  committed  to 
celibacy  raises  questions  about  what  the  church 
wants,  or  does  not  want,  to  know  about  itself.” 

— Martin  Heggestad 


force  ‘unmarried’  men  to 
wear  condoms 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Legislation  should  be  in¬ 
troduced  to  make  it  mandatory  for  unmarried  men  to 
wear  condoms  during  intercourse  until  an  effective 
and  safe  AIDS  vaccine  is  found  and  approved,  claims 
a  local  group  here. 

“There  are  some  people  who  have  caused  more 
deaths  than  a  terrorist.  We  call  them  the  AIDS  TER¬ 
RORISTS,”  states  the  AIDS  Prevention  Project,  in  a 
February  24  press  release.  “These  people  know  they 
have  AIDS  but  still  practice  unsafe  sex.  This  law 
would  give  people  the  legal  right  to  demand  safe 
sex.” 

"It  would  be  very  difficult  to  enforce,” 
acknowledges  Alex  Franco,  spokesperson  for  the  AAP. 
But,  contends  the  AAP,  “For  those  refusing  to  wear 
condoms,  the  penalty  would  most  likely  be  AIDS.” 

The  AAP  is  primarily  a  group  of  “concerned 
parents,”  said  Franco. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 
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Community  Voices - 

GCN  Moving  Update 

(WE  NEED  YOU!) 

We  found  a  space!  It's  great:  wheelchair  accessible,  at  a  reasonable 
rent,  on  the  Orange  and  Green  lines,  and  in  a  building  with  other  good 
groups  (a  gay  theater  company,  an  advocacy  center  for  homeless  women, 
and  Local  26  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Workers'  Union).  As  of  March  30,  we 
will  be  at  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston  MA  02116.  (Make  a  note  of  it!)  It's 
between  Appleton  and  Chandler  Sts.  in  the  South  End.  Our  phone  number 
will  remain  the  same,  but  our  phones  will  be  out  of  service  Friday  March  27. 

We  need  your  help  to  fix  up  the  space  and  to  move.  Dates  to 
remember: 

Saf.  &  Sun.  March  21  &  22,  from  10  a.m.  on:  CLEANING/RENO¬ 
VATING  PARTY  at  62  Berkeley  St. 

Sat.  &  Sun.  March  28  &  29,  from  10  a.m.  on:  MOVING  PARTY  from 
167  Tremont  St.  to  62  Berkeley  St. 

We  need: 

•  painting  and  cleaning  supplies  and  building  materials  (or  leads  on  inex¬ 
pensive  supplies) 

•  music  and  food  for  both  weekends 

•  people  to  sweep,  paint,  move  light  boxes,  etc. 

•  carpenters 

•  someone  skilled  at  installing  a  water  air-conditioner  (for  the  typesetting 
machine) 

We  need  help  on  these  two  weekends,  and  before.  Please  call  and  sign 
up  for  whatever  you  can  do.  Remember,  we  are  your  community 
newspaper  and  we  need  your  help  to  make  it  through  this  move. 

And  last  but  not  least,  if  you  are  unable  to  appear  in  person  and  are  in 
a  position  to  donate  money,  you  will  receive  our  undying  (well,  long- 
lasting,  anyway)  gratitude.  This  move  is  costing  GCN  a  bundle,  at  a  time 
when  our  finances  are  already  extremely  tight.  You  can  send  donations  to: 
GCN  Move,  167  Tremont  St,  Boston  MA  02111. 

Thank  you!!! 


a  sweet  surprise! 

Dear  GCN: 

1  have  some  very  interesting  news  that  I  would 
like  to  share  with  you!  I’ve  been  in  prison  for  6 
years  now  and  have  never  even  dreamed  of  having 
a  relationship  with  another  man,  but  it  all  started 
one  day  last  year  when  1  met  this  sweet  precious 
young  lady  name  Salsa.  Me  myself,  yes  to  me  he  is 
every  bit  of  a  woman  and  I  love  her  so  much. 
Please  believe  me  I  have  never  felt  devotion  in  my 
heart  for  a  real  woman  when  I  was  out  in  the  real 
world.  But  Salsa  change  my  life  around  for  the 
better,  because  at  one  time  I  felt  that  gay  people 
was  shit.  They  make  a  real  man  look  bad.  But  1 
was  very  deeply  wrong.  Salsa  is  everything.  She 
knows  how  to  cook  very  wonderful.  I  love  that  so 
much.  She  has  unity  within  her  soul  for  her  man 
and  has  showed  me  how  to  appreciate  a  gay  per¬ 
sons  understanding  and  friendship  and  most  of 
all  her  love.  She  is  so  very  independent  and  1  am 
very  proud  to  share  my  life  with  her. 

Salsa  don’t  know  that  I  took  this  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  Newspaper  out  of  her  cell,  but  I  wanted  to 
express  my  Inner  feelings  toward  her  in  your 
newspaper  as  a  sweet  surprise  toward  my 
precious. 

1  deeply  appreciate  expressing  myself  to  you, 
Chow, 

JR  (’n  Salsa) 

Dannemora,  NY 


all  this  because 
i  hollered  ‘fire!’ 

Dear  GCN: 

After  reading  a  couple  of  back  issues  of  GCN  I 
felt  inspired  to  write  you.  Do  you  have  a  list  of 
organizations  and  projects  who  help  us  gays  with 
legal  and  civil  rights  cases?  There  is  so  much 
discrimination  against  being  gay  here  that  it’s 
very  uncomfortable  to  live. 

They  have  some  gays  in  lockdown  [isolation] 
right  now  for  supposeable  medical  reasons  saying 
they  have  AIDS.  Which  is  merely  trumped  up  ac¬ 
cusations  cause  of  their  sexual  preference.  If  it 
were  as  they  say,  then  why  haven’t  they  transfer¬ 
red  them  to  the  proper  medical  facility  where  they 
have  AIDS  patients? 

A  lot  of  rights  are  violated  and  abuse  done, 
such  as  beatings,  harassment  (constantly)  chants, 
lockup,  etc  . . .  shaved  heads  (not  regulation  hair¬ 
cuts).  On  Xmas  eve  I  was  pulled  out  of  living  area 
and  surrounded  by  5  officers  who  threatened  to 
kick  my  ass.  One  who  instigated  the  whole  thing 
stated.  See,  I  told  ya  he’s  a  faggot.  He’s  got  pic¬ 
tures  of  guys  and  dicks  all  thru  his  photo  album. 

All  this  was  because  1  hollered  ‘fire!’,  warning 
the  other  inmates  that  the  police  were  coming. 
Anyway,  this  is  a  small  example  of  everyday  liv¬ 
ing  here.  Your  help  and  reference  (information) 
would  be  deeply  appreciated. 

Also  I  noticed  the  penpal  list  and  would  really 
like  to  have  my  name  and  addresss  placed  in  your 
next  available  list.  1  like  music,  good  novels,  and 
would  like  to  meet  someone  to  care  about. 
Thank  you, 

Daniel  Tetting 
B -055509  (MB  1051) 

1150  SW  Allapattah  Rd 
Indiantown,  FL  33456 


who  would  breed 
us? 

Dear  GCN: 

Like  most  people,  I  read  the  news  note  describ¬ 
ing  the  “Proud  to  Be  a  Breeder”  dance  at  the 
University  of  BC  with  great  dismay.  However,  I 
must  say  that  I’m  glad  someone  is  proud  to  be 
heterosexual.  Otherwise,  where  would  us  gays 
and  lesbians  come  from? 

Jeff  Aurich 
Lancaster,  PA 


request  gay  videos 

Dear  GCN: 

After  perusing  the  shelves  in  every  video  rental 
outlet  in  my  town,  I  was  dismayed  to  learn  that 
nobody  stocked  the  film  Desert  Hearts,  which  I 
knew  had  recently  been  released  in  video  format. 
It  occurred  to  me  that  perhaps  the  film  could  be 
obtained  for  rental  in  the  same  way  that  libraries 
obtain  books  on  an  “interlibrary  loan”  basis. 
When  I  called  one  of  the  video  outlets  to  inquire 
about  this  possibility,  I  was  informed,  “No  pro¬ 
blem.  If  you’re  going  to  rent  it,  we’ll  just  buy  it!” 

In  light  of  this  experience,  I  strongly  recom¬ 
mend  that  gays  and  lesbians  visit  video  outlets  in 
their  areas,  find  out  if  gay-positive  films  are  being 
stocked,  and  request  those  films  that  are  not  in 
stock.  This  would  send  a  signal  to  video  store 
owners  that  we  do  want  to  see  these  films,  en¬ 
courage  filmmakers  to  produce  more  of  this  type 
of  film,  and  would  offer  an  excellent  way  to  bring 
positive  gay  role  models  to  residents  of  small, 
one-theater  towns  and  rural  areas. 

Sincerely, 

C.  Barnes 
Wolfeboro,  NH 

pipelines  forming 
support  groups 

Dear  GCN: 

Life  in  prison  can  be  especially  hard  for 
substance  abusers,  indigents  and  minorities  like 
blacks,  hispanics,  handicapped,  gays  and 
transsexuals.  Our  focus  is  on  forming  community 
volunteer  groups. 

All  persons  leaving  prison  have  some  very 
basic  needs  to  be  resolved.  Housing,  food, 
clothing,  transportation,  and  employment  are 
needed.  Beyond  that  medical/dental  health  ser¬ 
vices  and  substance  abuse  programs  may  be 
necessary.  The  length  of  their  prison  stay  and 
strong  dependency  on  unvarying  daily  routine 
can  create  problems  of  post-release  adjustment. 

We  are  definitely  not  into  prison  “reform.” 
We  see  all  prisons  as  forever-flawed,  and  no 
amount  of  patchwork  or  reform  is  going  to  erase 
the  effects  of  the  punishment  business. 

We  believe  in  the  least  degree  of  confinement 
possible,  especially  for  non-assaultive  persons. 
We  provide  beginning  guidelines  for  groups  for¬ 
ming  and  encourage  continual  interchange  of  in¬ 
formation  and  ideas  between  groups. 

We  appreciate  your  concern, 

A1  Bouchard 
PIPELINES,  Inc. 

PO  Box  1668 
Asheville,  NC  28802 


and  i  let  them 
have  it  too  (smile) 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  about  the  “non-western  and 
animal  sm”  in  GCN  Vol.14,  No. 27.  As  I  see  it, 
Robert  Halfhill  is  right.  Me  as  being  gay,  I  myself 
love  SM/BD  and  1  have  a  dominating  lover  and  I 
love  him  a  lot.  SM  is  a  part  of  my  sex  life.  I  like  it 
as  foreplay,  like  whips  and  chains  and  dildoes, 
you  know,  the  whole  bit.  And,  yes,  without  some 
pain  (intense  feelings),  there  is  no  sex,  for  me 
anyway.  Like  being  slapped  is  a  form  of  SM  to 
me.  But  being  in  this  situation,  me  and  my  fcver  is 
in  at  this  prison,  we  cannot  act  out  our  fantasy.  In 
the  streets  is  a  different  matter.  I  do  SM  acts  all 
day  long,  and  the  strait  bigots  is  full  of  shit  if  they 
sdy  they  don’t  cause  I  have  dealings  with  strait 
men,  tellin  me  to  whip  them.  And  I  let  them  have 
it  too  (smile). 

So  I  do  not  accept  society’s  sexual  standards, 
like  saying  us  gays  have  unnatural  sex  acts.  Me,  I 
do  not  agree  with  this,  cause  being  gay  I  do  what  I 
want  to  do  with  my  body  or  my  mouth! 

And  they  talk  about  sotjomy  laws.  That  too  is 
bull.  Really  sodomy  is  having  sex  against  your 
own  will.  Thats  what  that  means  to  me.  So  I  hope 
you  understand  where  I  am  coming  from,  Mr. 
Halfhill  from  Minneapolis,  MN.  And  if  you  in¬ 
dulge  in  SM,  more  power  to  you.  I  still  love  ya! 
And  if  you  like  to  write  me,  feel  free.  OK.  You 
know,  GCN  is  on  my  side  and  on  your  side. 

In  Gay  Love! 

Willie  Rice 

82 A  3691  (C- 12-33) 

135  State  St,  Box  618, 

Auburn,  NY  13024 

on  somewhere  and 
separatism 

Dear  GCN: 

To  Martha  and  Speaking  Out:  If  you  can  give 
time  to  my  perspective  we  might  profit  following 
your  commentary  in  Speaking  Out  (Jan.  25-31, 
1987)  regarding  separatism. 

I,  too,  feel  deeply  immersed  and  pre-occupied 
with  womankind.  Please  withhold  judgment 
when  I  report  that  I  am  a  male  whose  life  has  been 
continuously  inclined  along  a  most  difficult  path, 
i.e.,  to  living  as  completely  as  possible  as  a 
woman.  A  popular  label  for  me,  but  very  distrac¬ 
ting,  is  "transsexual.”  Among  the  hardships  is  to 
look  out  on  a  social  desert.  When  I  discovered  a 
welcome  at  Somewhere  Else,  not  only  from  staff 
and  management,  but  also  from  a  majority  of  the 
women  who  attend,  I  was  greatly  refreshed,  yet 
not  surprised  for  I  felt  I  belonged  there. 

I,  too,  am  taken  aback  momentarily  by  the  oc¬ 
casional  presence  of  males  there.  It  conjures  up 
distasteful  sentiment.  I  usually  rally,  however,  to 
“living  and  letting  live,”  (trying  to  not  forget  the 
living).  I’m  sure  some  feel  an  intimidation  with 
my  presence.  I  wish  not  to  intimidate  and  I  find 
that  sentiment  soon  vanishes  as  my  intent 
becomes  more  apparent.  I  cannot  judge  the  men. 
I  need  to  give  them  room  to  contain  similar  sen¬ 
timents  of  integrity,  feeling  and  joy  which  I  sense 
in  my  own  heart.  Yes,  they  symbolize  many  of  the 
negative  aspects  associated  with  males  in  various 
corners  of  the  earth.  Our  America  is  awash  with 
negative  masculinity.  If  sex — and  the  segregation 
of  the  sexes — is  important,  can  it  not  be  attained 
under  such  circimstances  as  Somewhere  Else  by 
maneuvering  one’s  focus?  At  the  same  time  I  ap¬ 
peal  to  you  to  observe  the  possibility  of  deep  con¬ 
currence,  even  though  sex  is  opposite.  Beyond 
that  need  to  sharpen  focus  I  offer  you  the 
preponderance  of  womankind  there,  the  easy  oc¬ 
cupation  which  they  have  with  each  other,  ob¬ 
viously  generally  loving,  gracious,  cheerful  and 
sincere. 

I  would  feel  a  significant  loss  if  I  was  asked  to 
withdraw  my  presence.  I  would  accept,  for  I  feel 
that  my  presence  is  an  act  of  generosity  (besides, 
I’m  not  a  first-class  woman).  It  is  gratifying  that 
they  can  sense  my  intent.  There,  I  feel  vividly  the 
abiding  parallels  I’ve  felt  throughout  life.  In  my 
own  naivete  I  presented  myself  there  out  of  yearn¬ 
ing  to  journey  deeper  into  my  overwhelmingly  at¬ 
tractive  world. 

I  summarize  by  suggesting  that  you  look  at  the 
main  theme.  Within  a  quieter  moment  I’m  sure 
the  management  could  present  its  rationale  easier 
than  might  have  occurred  during  the  high  pitch 
of  a  busy  evening.  They  do  have  your  interests  at 
heart.  Somewhere  Else  is  the  only  woman’s  com¬ 
munity  dance,  entertainment  bar  in  mega¬ 
lopolis/Boston  and  I’m  sure  it’s  not  easy  to  do. 
Thank  you  for  stimulating  thought  and  providing 
a  chance  to  contribute  to  (and  I  say  this  not  feel¬ 
ing  preposterous,  but  in  caring  for  us  both)  our 
community. 

Sincerely, 

“Frances” 

Newburyport,  MA 


GCN  prints  all  letters  to  the  editor  except 
personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  letters  sent 
elsewhere  are  only  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  Letters  should  be  TYPED  and 
DOUBLESPACED  and  limited  to  five  typed 
pages.  Send  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Speaking  Out - 

Hardwick,  Sodomy  Laws  and  Our  Fight  for 

Sexual  Freedom 

By  Sue  Hyde 


The  Supreme  Court’s  ruling  in  Bowers  v.  Hardwick  rudely  awakened  many  gay  men  and 
lesbians  to  the  reality  of  the  regulation  and  control  of  sexual  behavior  through  sodomy  laws. 
The  disastrous  decision  upholding  states’  rights  to  proscribe  private,  adult,  consensual  sex¬ 
uality  prompted  a  tremendous  surge  in  political  activity  and  awareness  in  our  communities 
around  the  country.  Nonetheless,  some  gay  people  still  regard  efforts  to  decriminalize  sex¬ 
uality  as  wasteful  of  our  time  and  energy.  After  all,  the  laws  represent  a  code  of  morality 
which  has  long  since  gone  the  way  of  feudalism  and  witch-burning.  It  must  simply  be 
legislative  anomaly  or  an  oversight  on  the  parts  of  otherwise  reasonable  lawmakers  that  half 
the  states  still  have  such  laws  on  their  books.  After  closer  examination,  we  might  welcome 
that  theory  for  the  perpetuation  of  sodomy  laws  in  our  society. 

Twenty  states  have  existing  laws  that  regulate  and  control  the  sexual  behavior  of  both 
gay /lesbian  and  straight  citizens.  Five  states  apply  such  laws  to  homosexual  behavior  only. 
The  specific  activities  prohibited  may  vary  slightly  from  state  to  state,  but  sodomy  is  general¬ 
ly  defined  as  the  mouth  or  anus  of  one  person  in  contact  with  the  genitals  of  another  person. 
With  the  exception  of  non-procreational  heterosexual  intercourse,  all  other  forms  of  sex  for 
pleasure  are  proscribed  by  these  laws.  Sodomy  laws  apply  to  women  as  well  as  men;  to 
straight  people  as  well  as  gay  people  in  most  states. 

The  question  of  whether  society  accepts  the  intrusion  of  police,  courts,  and  legislators  in 
the  sphere  of  sexuality  is  far  from  resolved.  Because  of  their  intrusive  nature,  these  laws 
necessitate  methods  of  enforcement  that  are  unwieldy,  cumbersome,  and  unacceptable  to  a 
public  accustomed  to  broad  sexual  privacy.  No  police  department  could  nor  should  ever 
monitor  the  sexual  behavior  of  citizens.  Sodomy  laws  are  clearly  unenforceable  as  they  are 
written  but  they  are  routinely  used  against  gay  men  and  lesbians,  as  well  as  other  vulnerable 
populations. 

How  Are  Sodomy  Laws  Used? 

Sodomy  laws  are  applied  in  lieu  of  other  charges,  e.g.,  a  Minnesota  man  who  had  consen¬ 
sual  sex  with  a  16-year -old  who  presented  himself  as  18  was  charged  with  sodomy  rather 
than  an  age-of-consent  violation.  Sodomy  laws  are  also  used  in  entrapment  cases  in  which 
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To  challenge  and  repeal  sodomy  laws  is  to 
continue  the  expansion  of  the  cultural  and 
social  space  in  which  we  can  live  openly 

and  proudly  as  lesbians  and  gay  men . 

* 
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undercover  vice  cops  try  to  pick  up  gay  men  at  cruising  areas.  When  the  men  respond  to  the 
advances  of  the  cops,  they  are  sometimes  charged  with  sodomy,  sometimes  solicitation,  and 
sometimes  conspiracy  to  commit  sodomy.  There  are  several  cases  coming  up  in  Michigan  in 
which  the  defendants  were  entrapped  and  charged  in  this  manner.  And  sodomy  laws  are 
sometimes  used  against  gay  men  who  are  arrested  for  having  consensual,  non-commercial 
sex  in  ambiguously  public/private  areas,  as  happened  this  past  summer  in  Massachusetts. 

If  the  literal  applications  of  the  law  are  somewhat  infrequent,  sodomy  laws  are  also  ap¬ 
plied  in  a  variety  of  non-criminal  contexts.  Most  commonly,  sodomy  laws  are  cited  in 
custody  cases  to  cast  doubt  on  the  credibility  of  gay  men  or  lesbians  seeking  custody  of  their 
children.  The  logic  used  by  unscrupulous  lawyers  and  sometimes  judges  goes  like  this:  any 
active  and  open  gay  man  or  lesbian  is  an  unconvicted  criminal  and,  therefore,  not  a  fit  or 
suitable  parent.  (In  unreformed  jurisdictions,  that  is,  states  with  sodomy  laws,  we  are  all 
criminals  and  outlaws.)  Similarly,  sodomy  laws  are  used  in  hearings  regarding  security 
clearances  and  discharge  proceedings  from  the  military.  Unconvicted  criminals  (gay  people) 
cannot  be  trusted  with  classified  information  or  the  responsibilities  of  military  duty.  Also, 
there  are  some  instances  in  which  sodomy  laws  are  used  to  justify  the  rejection  or  revocation 
of  the  operating  licenses  of  gay  and  lesbian  professionals. 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

ART  DIRECTOR 

Establish  overall  design  of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night.  Design  (or  assign  to  volunteer 
artists)  front  cover,  centerspread  artwork/layout,  and  book  supplement 
graphics,  as  well  as  promotional  brochures,  leaflets,  etc.  Requires  strong 
graphic  design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specifications,  knowledge  of 
printing  techniques  and  previous  related  experience  preferred. 

lo  apply  for  the  Art  Director  position,  call  GCN  immediately:  (617)  426-4469. 

FEATURES  EDITOR 

Recruit  and  sustain  pool  of  volunteer  writers.  Assign  and  edit  weekly  feature 
articles  and  calendar,  and  monthly  book  review.  Assist  in  design  of  features 
pages;  responsible  for  lay-out  of  features  pages.  Requires  writing  and  editing 
experience,  strong  verbal,  organizational  and  interpersonal  skills,  and  abili¬ 
ty  to  work  with  deadlines.  Lay-out  experience  helpful.  Application  deadline: 
March  27. 

Positions  require  familiarity  with  gay  and  lesbian  community;  commit¬ 
ment  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  and  collective 
decision-making;  and  an  awareness  of  class  issues. 

All  GCN  staff  members  receive  $1 80/week  plus  4  weeks  paid  vacation, 
complete  health/life  insurance  and  sick  leave.  GCN  also  offers  staff 
members  a  flexible,  non-hierarchical  work  setting,  with  room  for  in¬ 
dependence  and  innovation. 

Send  resumes  as  soon  as  possible  to  GCN  lob  Search,  167  Tremont  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

GCN  strives  for  a  multi-racial  staff  and  board,  and  for  equal  representation  of  dykes 
and  fags.  Currently  our  staff  is  all  white,  with  two  men,  six  women,  and  two  posi¬ 
tions  unfilled.  Our  board  is  comprised  of  two  men  of  color,  two  white  men  and  four 
white  women. 


The  Impact  of  Sodomy  Laws  on  the  Quality  of  our  Lives 

Sodomy  laws  also  have  a  broader  and  more  sinister  impact  on  the  lives  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  The  criminalizing  of  our  sexuality,  which  is  our  only  commonly  defining  behavior,  is 
the  criminalizing  of  our  identities  and  status.  Although  being  a  lesbian  or  gay  man  is  ob¬ 
viously  much  more  than  sexual  behavior,  it  is  our  public  acknowledgement  and  acceptance 
of  our  sexuality  that  sets  us  apart  from  the  non-gay  population  and  ignites  a  blind  and  irra¬ 
tional  hatred  of  us.  Because  we  “do  it”  “that  way,”  people  hate  us,  we  form  our  own  com¬ 
munities  and  reweave  the  fabric  of  our  lives  in  ways  that  make  sense  to  us.  Sodomy  laws  are 
the  government’s  stamp  of  approval  on  individual  people’s  homophobia,  in  much  the  same 
way  that  Jim  Crow  laws  institutionalized  racism  and  the  segregation  of  Black  people  in  the 
American  South.  Sodomy  laws  define  our  sexual  lives  as  criminal,  unnatural,  perverse  and 
repulsive.  The  Supreme  Court,  by  supporting  these  laws,  has  given  us  no  choice  but  to 
challenge  and  repeal  them,  state  by  state. 

However,  it  is  not  just  for  gay  people  that  sexuality  should  be  decriminalized.  In  20  states, 
the  laws  target  straight  people,  too.  The  criminalization  of  non-procreative  sexuality  has  its 
roots  in  a  Christian  culture  which  seeks  control  over  the  reproductive  lives  of  women. 
Children,  like  wheat  or  sheep  or  cloth  or  gold,  are  seen  as  the  products  of  heterosexual  mar¬ 
riage  and  their  lives  and  work  and  productivity  in  turn  perpetuate,  populate,  and  benefit  the 
church.  It  is  not  merely  coincidental  that  the  first  sodomy  laws  were  enacted  by  King  Henry 
VIII  as  part  of  his  power  struggle  with  the  Catholic  Church.  Sodomy  laws  for  Henry  VIII 
represented  an  attempt  to  appropriate  for  the  state  the  church’s  traditional  dominance  over 
people’s  private  lives.  In  this  way,  Henry  VIII  could  increase  the  power  of  the  secular 
government  in  the  daily  lives  of  its  people.  In  some  ways,  we  are  still  living  in  the  midst  of  a 
struggle  between  church  and  state,  with  the  church  setting  the  terms.  Like  religious  proscrip¬ 
tions  against  abortion  and  birth  control,  the  current  punishment  of  sex-for-pleasure  is  part  of  a 
broad  social  program  which  at  its  base  exists  to  shore  up  a  heterosexual  nuclear  family  unit  at 
the  expense  of  any  people  who  may  wish  or  need  to  live  differently. 

The  Impact  of  Sodomy  Laws  on  Other  Groups 

Beyond  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  and  millions  of  women,  sodomy  laws  affect  the 
lives  of  many  other  people.  For  some  disabled  people,  sexuality  is  limited  by  physical  agility, 
motor  functioning,  and  atrophy  or  paralysis  of  limbs  and  genitalia.  Sodomy  laws  intrude  on 
the  sexual  lives  of  disabled  people  in  an  insulting  and  inappropriate  way,  criminalizing  what 
for  many  is  a  principal  and  necessary  form  of  sexual  expression. 

For  public  health  workers  and  health  care  providers  who  work  in  the  domain  of  sexually 
transmitted  diseases,  sodomy  laws  present  an  unnecessary  obstacle  to  their  clients’  full 
disclosure  of  sexual  behavior,  thus  inhibiting  the  accurate  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  sexual¬ 
ly  transmitted  illness.  Further,  sodomy  laws  have  been  used  to  squelch  the  development  and 
distribution  of  usefully  explicit  safe  sex  educational  materials  for  AIDS  prevention.  Such 
material  is  censored  by  the  government  on  the  grounds  that  it  will  encourage  lawbreaking. 
This  application  of  sodomy  laws  is  particularly  odious  since  officials  who  use  it  opt  to  con- 
tine  the  spread  of  the  virus  rather  than  acknowledge  the  realities  of  sexual  behavior  and  help 
people  with  the  process  of  behavior  change. 

Mental  health  workers,  social  workers,  and  sex  educators  have  a  particular  stake  in 
decriminalization.  These  academics  and  professionals,  whose  work  expands  choices  for 
their  client  populations  and  promotes  self-acceptance  and  feelings  of  wellness  and 
wholeness,  agree  that  the  criminalizing  of  sexual  behavior  is  detrimental  to  the  health  of  in¬ 
dividuals.  Such  laws  encourage  feelings  of  shame  and  guilt  and  contradict  the  notion  that 
sexual  pleasure  is  healthy  for  people.  Finally,  all  people  expect  and  deserve  the  freedom  to 
make  non-public  decisions  about  sexuality,  regardless  of  what  choices  are  made.  None  of  us 
wants  to  feel  the  eye  of  Big  Brother  turned  on  us  as  we  struggle  with  one  of  the  elemental 
aspects  of  our  humanity. 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

Sodomy  is  generally  defined  as  the  mouth 
or  anus  of  one  person  in  contact  with  the 
genitals  of  anther  person . 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitmiiiii 

Feminists,  too,  have  taken  a  hard  look  at  the  Supreme  Court’s  majority  opinion  in  Hard¬ 
wick  in  which  adult  consensual  sexual  activity  is  equated  with  incest  and  child  abuse.  Such 
language  trivializes  the  real-life  tragedies  of  millions  of  children  at  the  hands  of  their  male, 
heterosexual  family  members.  At  the  same  time  the  Justices  infantilize  the  sexual  agency  of 
adult  men  and  women  by  equating  all  non-procreational  sex  with  the  power  imbalances  and 
violence  of  incest  and  sexual  assaults  on  children. 

Decriminalization  in  the  Legislative  Arena 

It  is,  of  course,  no  news  to  anyone  that  straight  people  enjoy  non-procreational  sex  all  the 
time.  (It  is  simply  another  aspect  of  heterosexual  privilege  that  they  commit  sodomy  in  its 
various  forms  without  fear  of  prosecution  or  persecution.)  Nevertheless,  decriminalization 
of  sexual  behavior  is  seen  as  too  extreme  or  too  dangerous  an  idea  for  most  legislators  to 
take  up  in  a  principled  way.  Elected  officials  often  tell  us  that  despite  their  support  for  the 
goal  of  decriminalization,  they  believe  their  survival  depends  on  appealing  to  the  most  con¬ 
servative  of  their  constituents.  Legislators  do  not  want  to  “flaunt”  any  support  for  or  con¬ 
nection  with  the  gay  and  lesbian  political  movement.  In  these  times,  even  a  connection  with  a 
more  general  movement  for  personal  and  sexual  freedom  is  interpreted  as  dangerously  op¬ 
posed  to  the  conservative  Reagan  social  agenda. 

Laws  are  made  and  changed  in  legislatures.  Sexuality  will  be  decriminalized  when 
legislators  have  no  choice  but  to  support  decriminalization.  Mobilizing  a  broad-based, 
popular  movement  which  utilizes  many  political  strategies  will  demonstrate  a  public  con¬ 
sensus  and  reduce  any  legislator’s  option  to  oppose  decriminalization.  We  must  make 
elected  representatives  know  in  their  political  guts  that  the  issue  of  sexual  decriminalization 
will  not  go  away.  We  must  tell  them  again  and  again,  as  we  always  have  had  to  do,  that  we 
will  not  go  away.  From  affirmative  civil  litigation  to  civil  disobedience,  from  the  statehouses 
to  the  jailhouses,  we  will  draw  upon  our  communities’  resources,  reserves,  and  creative 
energies  to  rid  ourselves  of  these  repressive  laws.  To  challenge  and  repeal  sodomy  laws  is  to 
continue  the  expansion  of  the  cultural  and  social  space  in  which  we  can  live  openly  and 
proudly  as  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Formerly  a  Boston  activist  and  GCN  staff  member,  Sue  Hyde  is  the  coordinator  of  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force’s  “ Privacy  Project.  ”  Sue  and  the  Task  Force  can  be 
reached  at  NGLTF,  1517  “U”  St.  N.W.,  Wash.,  D.C.  20009,  (202)332-6483. 
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Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For 

One  M1C.MT  AFTER  KARATE  OWSS- 


OvERTUE.  LErtTiL  STEW  - 


Dorchester  Int’l  Women’s  Day,  March  7,  1987.  (See  story,  page  one) 


NAMBLA 

Continued from  page  1 

charge  only  if  and  when  they 
receive  formal  notification  from 
the  city.  Woodworth  further 
stated  that  he  is  unaware  of  any 
negative  feedback  or  community 
censure  due  to  the  Center’s  exclu¬ 
sion  of  NAMBLA. 

Farrell  could  not  specifically 
verify  the  rumor  that  some  city 
funds  were  granted  to  the  Center 
under  the  condition  that  they  not 
rent  to  NAMBLA,  though  he  be¬ 
lieves  this  to  be  true.  Woodworth 
claims  there  is  no  indication  to 
support  this  allegation. 

—filed  from  Nashville,  77V 


business  guide 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  CTR. 
15  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 
BOOKSTORES 
GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 
NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

THE  REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 

Central  America,  Gay  & 

Lesbian  lit,  etc. 

92  Green  St.,  ).P. 

(617)  522-1464 

Tues.-Fri.  12-7  Sat.,  Sun.,  12-5 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 

AFFORDABLE  CATERING 

FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 

321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  IONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  #3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 


CHIROPRACTORS 

TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 122  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
482-4662 

CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 

Medford,  MA 

395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq„  Cambridge 

497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS, CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 


ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 

LABWORK 

STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

WHOLE  HEALTH  GROUP 
Swedish,  Deep  Tissue,  &  Medical 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 
MEDICAL/COUNSELING 
ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  021 15 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE.  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

FAMILY  THERAPY 
1 0  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
522-9446 

DORCHESTER  COUNSELING 
Ron  Woolson,  LICSW 
35  Juliette  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
288-1457 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR. WOMEN 
COUPLES  AND  CHILDREN 
Jill  Richard,  LICSW 
1 130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Square 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
776-6158 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186  Vi  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH  ED. 
Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 


PLASTERING 

DAVERIK  ASSOCIATES 
FRED  GRIMALDI 
2  Woodworth  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02122 
282-3961 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 


PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 
Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 


DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
3 1 9  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 

16  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267 

WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
60Vi  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

641-1234' 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Apointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 

Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNINC/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 


REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

COMMODORE  REALTY  & 
INVESTMENT  GROUP 
David  J.  Vieira,  Broker/Owner 
P.O.  Box  312 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-1507 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES  REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
351  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  Estate  Brokerage  &  Investments 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
536-8700 
ROLFING 
LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
45  Newbury  St.,  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
782-1952/266-8584 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 
P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 ' 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 

Somerville,  MA  02145 
776-4340 
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Let’s  Get  Political: 


With  these  two  short  articles,  body  politic.  To  submit  an  article 
GCN  inaugurates  a  new  series  of  ( less  than  3  pages  typed  double¬ 
profiles  of  lesbian  and  gay  spaced)  for  possible  publication, 
organizations.  We’re  hoping  these  send  it  to  GCN  Features, 
glimpses  of  activism  will  help  in-  Organizations  Profiles,  62 
spire  similar  projects  and  give  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  021 16. 
testimony  to  the  vitality  of  our 


Grinnell  College  Gay  Rights  and 
Human  Rights  Resource  Centers 

By  Grinnell  students 


On  November  1,  1986,  the  Gay 
Resource  Center  and  Human 
Resource  Center  of  Grinnell  Col¬ 
lege,  Grinnell,  Iowa  were  officially 
opened. 

Previously  the  Grinnell  College 
Gay  Community  (GCGC)  had 
been  the  only  organized  support 
group  for  gays  on  campus;  it  pro¬ 
vides  weekly  discussion  sessions 
and  sponsors  campus  parties. 
However,  because  GCGC  is 
organized  and  run  solely  by 
students,  the  scope  of  its  possible 
activities  was  limited  and  it  was 
forced  to  rely  on  borrowed  space 
for  its  meetings  and  a  small  library 
of  books  and  periodicals. 

In  the  hope  of  providing  a 
stronger,  more  positively  suppor¬ 
tive  atmosphere  on  campus  for 
gays  and  lesbians,  several 
members  of  GCGC  proposed  that 
the  administration  create  a  Gay 
Resource  Center,  loosely  modelled 
on  Grinnell’s  Black  Cultural 
Center. 

The  administration  attempted 
to  sidestep  the  issue  by  offering  a 
counterproposal  to  establish  a 
Human  Resource  Center  within 
which  organizations  ranging  from 
the  Audubon  Society  to  Women’s 
Group  would  share  space.  Gay 
students  rejected  this  idea,  arguing 
that  there  must  be  a  separate  Gay 
Resource  Center  in  order  to 
achieve  the  goal  of  acknowledging 
_gay  students’  legitimacy  and  to 
make  tangible  the  College’s  stated 

policy  of  nondiscrimination 
toward  gays.  Other  student  groups 
supported  the  gay  students’  rejec¬ 
tion  of  the  proposal. 

Three  students,  Beth  Johnson, 
R.  J.  Baker  and  Angie  Hugen  ar¬ 
ranged  to  meet  with  the  Dean  of 
Student  Affairs,  Jim  Tederman,  to 
discuss  the  problem.  GCGC  called 
for  a  demonstration  outside 
Tederman’s  office  during  the 
meeting.  Approximately  100  peo¬ 
ple  turned  out.  Tederman  spoke  to 


the  demonstrators  after  the 
meeting,  saying  that  another 
meeting  had  been  arranged  with 
the  College’s  president,  George 
Drake. 

Students  demonstrated  during 
the  meeting  with  Drake  despite 
rain  and  cold  temperatures. 
Johnson,  Baker  and  Hugen  of¬ 
fered  a  compromise  in  which  they 
agreed  to  support  the  creation  of  a 
Human  Resource  Center  on  the 
condition  that  a  Gay  Resource 
Center  be  established  as  a 
separate,  related  entity.  Drake  ac¬ 
cepted  this  compromise. 

In  September  1986  Johnson, 
Baker  and  a  professional  Resident 
Advisor,  Julie  Fraser,  selected  five 
students  to  join  them  on  the  Re¬ 
source  Centers’  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  Centers  have  space  for  a 
growing  library  on  topics  of  sex¬ 
uality,  women’s  and  men’s  issues, 
race,  health,  and  culture.  Mat¬ 
erials  may  be  checked  out  during 
regular  hours  when  the  Centers  are 
open  and  staffed  by  volunteers. 
We  have  conducted  programs  to 
inform  the  campus  of  the  problem 
of  acquaintance  rape  and  on  prin¬ 
ciples  for  forming  healthy  rela¬ 
tionships;  also,  we  have  welcomed 
Donna  Hitchens,  lesbian  civil 
rights  lawyer,  to  speak.  We  are 
planning  programs  concerning 
abortion,  learning  disabilities  and 
suppression,  and  are  assisting  in 
the  planning  of  an  alcohol 

awareness  week  for  the  semester. 
We  have  also  arranged  to  show  the 
movie  Before  Stonewall.  The 
Centers’  programs  consciously 
avoid  Eurocentric,  middle-class 
and  heterosexist  biases. 

The  Advisory  Committee  is 
eager  to  hear  from  other  groups 
with  suggestions  for  materials, 
programming  and  networking. 
Please  address  any  correspond¬ 
ence  to  Box  21-05,  Grinnell  Col¬ 
lege,  Grinnell,  Iowa  50112. 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

HIV  Education  and  Testing  Program  • 
General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 
Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program 
Nutrition  •  Dermatology  • 
Geriatrics  •  Podiatry 


16HavilandSt  •  Boston  • 

by  appointment  only 


267-7573 


ROBERT  HAAS  ASSOCIATES 


266  BEACON  STREET  •  BOSTON,  MA  02116  •  TEL.  (617)  262-6269 

COUPLES  THERAPY 

Is  your  relationship  just  not  working?  Need  to  learn  to  meet  each 
other’s  needs  better?  Robert  Haas  Asociates  offers  individual  and 
couples  therapy  which  uses  specific  behavioral  interventions  to  help 
couples  enhance  their  relationships.  At  RHA,  we  sit  down  with  you 
—  in  a  relaxed,  gay -identified  environment  —  and  work  together  to 
develop  a  personalized  therapy  program. 

In  addition,  RHA  provides  task-focused,  shorr-term  therapy  for: 
stress-related  illnesses  •  relationship  problems  •  anxiety 
• depression  •  shyness  •  weight  problems 

Insurance  accepted  Sliding  fee  scale 


Profiles  of  Organizations 

London 's  Black  Lesbian  ad  Gay  Centre  Project 


By  Carolyn  N.  Wright 
The  International  Lesbian  and 
Gay  People  of  Color  Conference 
’86,  which  met  in  Los  Angeles, 
November  22nd  and  23rd, 
acknowledged  in  the  opening 
statements  of  the  coordinators 
that  it  was  not  easy  for  some  of  us 
to  get  to  this  point  in  the  road.  The 
journey  to  Los  Angeles  was  not  a 
simple  or  easy  one.  Two  people  for 
whom  the  journey  was  most  dif¬ 
ficult  were  Dawn  Thomas  and 
Araba  Mercer  who  journeyed 
from  London,  England. 

Dawn  and  Araba  came  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  workshop  on  the  situa¬ 
tion  of  Black  lesbians  and  gays  in 
London,  and  to  seek  support  of, 
and  publicize,  the  Black  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Centre  Project.  This  pro¬ 
ject  came  out  of  a  social  organiza¬ 


tion  of  Black  gay  men  who  began 
meeting  in  1981.  They  applied  to 
the  Greater  London  Council, 
which  was  a  left-wing  agency  fund¬ 
ed  by  Parliament,  for  funding  and 
an  office.  The  funding  they  receiv¬ 
ed  was  to  pay  for  the  wages  of  four 
workers  part-time,  to  maintain  a 
small  office,  and  to  do  research  as 
to  how  the  Council  could  best 
serve  lesbians  and  gays,  women 
and  children. 

The  Centre  Project  has  been 
running  into  difficulty  because  of 
the  loss  of  funding  from  the 
Greater  London  Council.  The 
GLC  was  abolished  in  March  of 
1986,  by  law  of  Parliament,  with¬ 
out  a  chance  for  effective  lobbying 
by  the  groups  which  were  affected. 
It  is  generally  agreed  that  the  GLC 


was  abolished  because  it  had  too 
much  power  and  because  of  the 
controversial  nature  of  the  groups 
it  served. 

The  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Centre  Project,  despite  this  set¬ 
back,  is  now  looking  for  permanent 
premises.  Currently,  they  are 
working  out  of  an  office  10  by  4 
feet  with  minimal  space  for  the 
four  workers  who  are  now 
employed.  They  are  looking  or  a 
house  or  quarters  that  will  serve  as 
a  meeting  area.  Their  goal  is  to 
become  a  resource  center  and 
landmark. 

Meanwhile  the  Project  is  pro¬ 
ducing  a  newssheet  doing  training 
work  with  trade  unions  on  Black 
lesbians  and  gays  in  the  labor 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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Black  Lesbians  and  Gay 


By  Craig  G.  Harris 

Over  the  past  two  decades  of  the  civil  rights  and  gay 
liberation  movements,  both  the  Black  and  gay  com¬ 
munities  have  experienced  an  increase  in  societal  recogni¬ 
tion,  and  to  a  limited  extent,  acceptance.  Black  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  however,  because  of  their  double  minority 
status,  are  still  too  often  considered  invisible  within  both 
the  Black  and  gay  communities,  as  well  as  the  larger  socie- 
ty. 

One  of  the  manifestations  of  this  invisibility  is  that 
Black  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  referred  to,  written  about 
discussed,  and  relegated  to  parenthetical  asides  by  white 
gays  and  Black  non-gays  alike  on  the  basis  of  conjecture. 
There  are  a  few  exceptional  voices  of  Black  lesbian/gay 
writers  and  political  activists  which  speak  from  experience 
of  the  complications  and  complexities  of  living  as  a 
member  of  two  alienated  groups  of  society.  One  wonders, 
though,  whether  these  accounts  are  representative  of  the 
experiences  of  the  larger  Black  lesbian/gay  community. 

Two  recent  psychological  studies  based  on  surveys  of 
the  attitudes,  perceptions,  and  behavioral  patterns  of 
Black  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  given  voice  to  a  larger 
cross-section  of  the  Black  lesbian/gay  community.  The 
“Black  Women’s  Relationships  Project:  A  National  Survey 
of  Black  Lesbians”  (Mays,  Cochran,  Peplau,  1986),  and 
“Influence  of  Assimiliation  on  the  Psychosocial  Adjust¬ 
ment  of  Black  Homosexual  Men”  (Johnson,  1981)  pro¬ 
vide  an  empirical  basis  for  conclusions  drawn  about  the 
lives  of  these  double-minority  members. 

Dr.  Vickie  M.  Mays  of  the  University  of  California, 
Los  Angeles,  Department  of  Psychology  addressed  the 
issue  of  the  lack  of  social  science  research  on  Black  lesbians 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Psychological  As¬ 
sociation  (APA)  in  Washington,  D.C.  on  August  25, 
1986,  saying, 

Research  on  lesbians .  .  .  has  generally  focused  on  Anglos. 

In  a  recent  search  of  psychological  research  on  lesbians  us¬ 
ing  Dialogues  and  Psych  Information  databases,  [Dr. 
Susan]  Cochran  found  that  only  two  of  over  three  hun¬ 
dred  references  contained  “Black  women”  in  the  title 
abstract.  Turning  to  the  social  science  literature  on  Black 
women  also  provides  little  assistance.  In  compiling  a  forth¬ 
coming  bibliography  on  materials  on  Black  women  in  the 
area  of  social  science  and  mental  health,  I  found  over 
2,100  references  to  Black  women,  but  not  a  single  empir¬ 
ically  based  article  or  review  on  Black  lesbians  other  than 
those  1  had  myself  written . 

Mays  attributed  the  absence  of  empirical  data  on  the 
lives  of  Black  lesbians  to  two  factors,  stating, 

First,  social  scientists  have,  for  the  most  part,  neglected 
sexual  orientation  as  a  variable  of  interest  in  psychoogical 
research  in  general.  Psychology,  while  well  developed  in 
race  relations  reserach,  particularly  with  Black  Americans, 
has  not  yet  incorporated  sexual  orientation  as  a  variable  of 
interest  to  any  great  extent .... 

A  second  possible  reason  for  the  dearth  of  research 
on  Black  lesbians  is  that  much  of  the  current  research  on 
the  lives  of  lesbians  arose  out  of  the  feminist  academic 
roots.  To  approach  the  topic  of  Black  lesbians  adequately 
requires  the  melding  of  both  race  relations  literature  and 
research  on  gays  and  lesbians,  generally  a  unique  com- 


Black 

lesbians  and 
gay  men  are  referred  to , 
written  about ,  discussed 
and  relegated  to  paren¬ 
thetical  asides  by 
white  gays  and  Black 
non-gays  alike. 


ethnic  group  was  a  large  part  of  the  data  sought  by  the 
team  of  Drs.  Vickie  M.  Mays  (UCLA),  Susan  D.  Cochran 
(California  State  University,  Northridge),  and  Letitia  Anne 
Pelpau  (UCLA) .  Methodology  was  a  major  concern  in  the 
collection  of  this  data  since  previous  research  on  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  lesbianism  reflected  ethnocentric,  male, 
heterosexist,  or  class  bias.  In  order  to  better  understand  the 
complexities  and  differences  among  Black  lesbians  in 
regard  to  their  relational  experiences,  the  search  team 
designed  the  Black  Lesbian  Survey  with  special  attention 
to  scientific  validity  and  ethnic/cultural  context  sensitivity. 

Mays  contends  that  research  on  Black  Americans  has 
been  hampered  by  the  inapplicability  of  standard  measures 
and  procedures  of  survey  data  collection.  “The  National 
Survey  of  Black  Americans,”  according  to  Mays,  “clearly 
demonstrated  the  need  for  specialized  procedures  across 
all  aspects  of  research  design,  data  collection,  and 
analysis.” 

When  Mays,  Cochran,  and  Peplau  began  their  re¬ 
search  nearly  four  years  ago,  they  started  with  a  pilot  study 
using  extensive  individual  tape-recorded  interviews  with 
Black  lesbians  to  gather  information  on  women’s  percep¬ 
tions  of  how  discrimination  influenced  their  interpersonal 
relationships  and  participation  in  various  community  ac¬ 
tivities.  They  later  conducted  two  focus  groups,  one  with 
single  Black  lesbians  and  the  other  with  Black  lesbians  in  a 
relationship.  The  focus  groups  helped  the  research  team 
make  decisions  regarding  appropriate  language  and 
meaningful  concepts  to  be  included  in  the  questionnaire. 

Recruiting  Black  lesbians  from  around  the  country  to 
participate  in  the  study  was  no  easy  task.  According  to 
Mays,  “Several  organizations  and  social  and  political 
groups,  including  the  National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  mailed  the  questionnaire  to  their  lesbian  mem- 


uBlack  lesbians  derive  most  of  their 
emotional  and  tangible  support  from  each  other.  .  . . 
Black  lesbians  generally  perceive  the  White  lesbian 
community  as  emotionally,  but  not 
tangibly,  supportive .” 


bination. 

Dr.  Julius  M.  Johnson  expressed  similar  frustration 
over  the  lack  of  available  research  on  the  psychosocial  ad¬ 
justment  of  Black  gay  men  in  the  introduction  of  his  doc¬ 
toral  dissertation  for  The  California  School  of  Professional 
Psychology,  Berkeley  Campus.  In  Johnson’s  words, 
While  the  myths  of  the  homosexual  community  [portray  it] 
as  a  melting  pot  attracting  homosexuals  and  lesbians  from 
all  racial  and  cultural  backgrounds,.  .  .the  professional 
and  popular  literature  have  not  reflected  this  sense  of 
racial  or  cultural  diversity. 

Referring  to  the  psychlogical  studies  on  gay  men  con¬ 
ducted  between  1967  and  1980,  Johnson  goes  on  to  say, 

Few  of  these  studies  have  addressed  the  experience  of 
Black  homosexual  males.  Most  of  the  rapidly  growing 
body  of  literature  on  homosexuality  have  used  urban 
based,  middle  class  Caucasians  as  subjects.  These  studies 
have  also  tended  to  focus  primarily  on  subjects  who,  by 
virtue  of  their  visibility  and  accessibility,  have  identified 
with  the  emerging  homosexual  world ....  These  studies 
have  not  explored  the  continued  relationship  their  subjects 
have  maintained  with  their  original  ethnic  or  reference 
groups. 

Methodology 

This  continued  relationship  of  subjects  with  their 


bers.  Participants  who  returned  the  questionnaire  were 
also  given  the  opportunity  to  separetely  return  a  postcard 
requesting  additional  information  for  friends ....  The 
questionnaire  was  also  distributed  at  several  major  lesbian 
events  throughout  the  United  States.  In  addition,  press  re¬ 
leases  were  periodically  mailed  to  lesbian  and  gay 
newspapers  such  as  CCN,  off  our  backs,  or .  the 
Washington  Blade,  all  of  which  have  a  sizable  Black  les¬ 
bian  readership.” 

By  August  1986,  after  approximately  fifteen  months 
of  data  collection,  the  team  of  Mays,  Cochran,  and  Peplau 
had  received  responses  from  450  self-identified  Black  les¬ 
bians,  and  61  bisexual  women.  This  represented  a  25  per¬ 
cent  rate  of  return. 

The  women  who  responded  ranged  in  age  from  18  to 
59,  with  the  mean  average  being  33.  Most  described  them¬ 
selves  as  being  somewhat  religious,  nearly  half  reported 
having  completed  a  college  education  or  more,  and  most 
held  jobs  (84  percent  were  employed  at  least  half  time). 

The  average  respondent  described  herself  as  coming 
from  a  middle-class  background  (the  median  yearly  in¬ 
come  for  the  group  was  $17,500).  About  one-third  of  the 
sample  had  children,  one-third  lived  alone,  another  third 
lived  with  a  partner.  Two-thirds  of  the  sample  were  involv¬ 
ed  in  a  serious/committed  relationship  at  the  time  of  their 
response.  While  reponses  were  received  from  around  the 


country,  the  largest  portion  came  from  the  West  Coast 
(primarily  California),  followed  by  the  East  Coast. 

Julius  Johnson’s  study,  which  focused  on  Black  gay 
men  in  the  San  Francisco  area,  used  similar  methods  to  at¬ 
tract  subjects.  During  February  and  March  of  1980, 
Johnson  distributed  “colorful,  informational  flyers” 
describing  the  research  throughout  areas  of  San  Francisco 
commonly  thought  of  as  social  or  residential  centers  for 
Black  gay  men.  The  flyers  were  posted  in  bars,  laundries,  5 
parks,  and  on  buses  and  bulletin  boards  along  selected 
areas  of  Castro,  Polk,  Folsom,  and  Upper  Height  Streets. 
Initial  flyers  which  were  posted  in  Black  residential  areas 
were  torn  down  or  “otherwise  removed,”  according  to 
Johnson,  but  new  flyers  were  posted  as  replacements. 
Each  flyer  included  tear-offs  at  the  bottom  which  listed  the 
number  of  a  24-hour  telephone  contact  for  those  requiring 
further  information  or  wishing  to  volunteer  as  a  research 
subject. 

Print  media  again  served  as  a  vehicle  to  recruit  Black 
gay  subjects.  Two  local  lesbian/gay  newspapers,  the  Sen- 
tine/,  and  Bay  Area  Reporter,  published  notices,  as  did  the 
Sun  Reporter,  which  caters  to  a  mainstream  Black  reader- 
ship. 

Unlike  the  procedure  for  data  collection  in  the  Black 
Lesbian  Survey,  potential  subjects  for  Johnson’s  study 
were  required  to  signal  their  interest  in  the  project  by  an  in¬ 
itial  telephone  contact.  During  this  conversation,  each  sub¬ 
ject  was  provided  a  detailed  description  of  the  overall  pro¬ 
ject  and  given  the  opportunity  to  ask  the  primary  invest¬ 
igator’s  background  or  intent.  In  addition,  all  subjects  were 
offered  a  $5.00  allowance  for  completing  the  52-page 
questionnaire  (though  less  than  one-fourth  of  the 
respondents  actually  requested  payment). 

One  hundred  and  fifty  questionnaires  were  distributed 
by  mail  to  potential  subjects,  and  60  of  these  were  com¬ 
pleted  and  returned,  representing  a  return  rate  of  40  per¬ 
cent.  This  return  rate  is  considered  high  because  of  the 
length  of  the  questionnaire  and  the  lack  of  familiarity  with 
the  investigator. 

Over  half  of  the  respondents  were  between  the  ages 
of  26  and  35,  with  33  percent  being  25  or  younger,  and  15 
percent  being  36  or  older.  Only  17  percent  of  the  subjects 
had  not  received  a  formal  education  beyond  high  school, 

with  37  percent  holding  undergraduate  degrees  or  hiaher 

The  incomes  of  these  men  were  significantly  lower  than 
those  of  the  women  who  participated  in  the  Moy«, 
Cochran,  Peplau  study,  even  with  the  five-year  cost  of  liv¬ 
ing  increase  differential  taken  into  account.  Seventy  per¬ 
cent  of  the  subjects  earned  less  than  $9,999  per  annum, 
approximately  one  quarter  earfted  between  $10,000  and 
$14,999,  15  percent  earned  above  $15,000.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  almost  half  of  the  respondents  had  lived  in  the 
Bay  Area  for  less  than  five  years.  Only  23  percent  of  the 
subjects  had  lived  in  the  Bay  Area  for  more  than  ten  years. 

Johnson  divided  the  subjects  into  two  groups  of  Black 
gay  men  to  note  differences  as  a  result  of  primary  reference 
group  identity.  The  criteria  used  was  a  “forced  choice” 
question  located  near  the  middle  of  the  questionnaire: 
“Which  minority  membership  is  most  important  to  you?” 
Thirty-one  subjects  responded  that  “being  Black”  was 
most  important,  while  20  identified  “being  gay”  as  more 
important.  Of  the  remaining  nine  respondents,  five  in¬ 
dicated  that  both  minority  memberships  were  of  equal  im¬ 
portance,  and  four  declined  to  answer. 


Men’s  Study 

On  the  basis  of  the  two  primary  reference  group  iden¬ 
tities,  four  hypotheses  of  the  psychological  adjustment  of 
these  men  were  tested.  The  hypotheses  supposed  that: 

1.  The  Black-identified  group  would  show  significant¬ 
ly  less  happiness,  exuberance,  overtness,  self¬ 
acceptance,  and  acceptance  of  professional  help; 

2.  The  gay-identified  group  would  show  significantly 
less  psychosomatic  complaints,  loneliness,  depres¬ 
sion,  paranoia,  tension,  and  suicidal  feelings  and  im¬ 
pulses; 

3.  The  Black-identified  group  would  show  significant¬ 
ly  more  interactions  with  other  Blacks,  and  positive 
attitudes  toward  Blacks;  and 

4.  The  gay-identified  group  would  show  significantly 
more  interactions  with  other  homosexuals,  accep¬ 
tance  of  homosexuality,  interactions  with  whites,  and 
positive  attitudes  toward  whites. 

The  findings  of  this  study  revealed  that  contrary  to  the 
expectations  set  forth  in  hypotheses  1  and  2,  there  were 
few  differences  in  the  psychological  adjustment  of  the  two 
groups  of  Black  gay  men.  The  results  did  confirm,  how¬ 
ever,  the  theories  projected  in  hypotheses  3  and  4,  in¬ 
dicating  that  significant  differences  existed  between  the 
patterns  of  social  adjustment  of  Black-identified  and  gay- 
identified  men. 

Black-identified  respondents  were  apt  to  indicate 
similar  feelings  of  happiness,  exuberance  and  self¬ 
acceptance  as  their  gay-identified  peers.  Only  the  two 
variables  concerning  overtness  and  acceptance  of  profes¬ 
sional  help  were  statistically  distinguished  betweeen  the 
two  groups.  The  Black-identified  respondents,  as  antic¬ 
ipated,  tended  to  report  a  lower  sense  of  overtness  in 
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general,  and  in  relation  to  family  and  friends.  More 
heterosexual  friends  of  the  gay-identified  subjects  were 
avwjue  or  tne  individual’s  homosexuality.  The  Black- 
identified  respondents  reported  more  feelings  of  awkward- 
less  in  regard  to  public  displays  of  affection  with  other 
men,  and  were  more  prone  to  avoid  disclosures  of  their 
homosexual  interests. 

One  unexpected  finding  was  that  Black-identified 
subjects  reported  that  they  were  significantly  more  apt  to 
discuss  their  personal  and  emotional  problems  with  friends 
and  other  mental  health  professionals.  This  group  also 
tended  to  report  more  often  that  they  had  “felt  particularly 
excited  or  interested  in  something”  than  did  the  gay- 
identified  respondents. 

The  anticipations  of  hypothesis  2,  that  the  gay-ident¬ 
ified  group  would  report  a  stronger  sense  of  integration  or 
assimilation  into  the  supportive  gay  community  —  ex¬ 
periencing  less  loneliness,  paranoia,  depression,  psycho¬ 
somatic  complaints,  and  suicidal  impulses  or  feelings  — 
were  also  proven  incorrect. 

Black-identified  respondents  maintained  greater  in¬ 
teractions  with  other  Blacks,  as  anticipated  in  hypothesis  3, 
and-in  addition,  reported  a  significantly  higher  proportion 
of  Black  males  as  sexual  partners  during  the  previous  12 
months;  tended  to  prefer  another  Black  male  as  their  lover 
ideal;  felt  relatively  more  comfortable  in  an  all  Black  set¬ 
ting;  and  felt  a  relative  lower  sense  of  isolation  from  the 
Black  community.  These  men  also  reported  that  a  signif¬ 
icantly  higher  percentage  of  their  best  friends  were  Black. 

There  was  not  a  significant  difference  between  the  two 
groups  with  regard  to  their  attitudes  toward  other  Blacks, 
though  Black-identified  respondents  tended  to  report  a 
stronger  positive  attitude  toward  other  Blacks  and  were 
more  likely  to  view  their  race  as  an  important  part  of  their 
lives  than  was  common  among  the  gay-identified  re¬ 
spondents. 

In  keeping  with  the  rationale  of  hypothesis  4,  gay- 
identified  respondents  reported  a  higher  proportion  of 


their  best  friends,  fairly  good  friends  and  sexual  partners 
during  the  last  12  months  had  been  white  men,  and  prefer¬ 
red  white  males  as  their  lover  ideal  more  than  was  com¬ 
mon  among  the  Black-identified  respondents.  The  gay- 
identified  subjects  tended  also  to  report  spending  more 
leisure  time  with  whites,  and  that  a  larger  proportion  of 
their  neighbors  were  homosexual.  Twenty-five  percent  of 
the  Black-identified  respondents,  and  five  percent  of  the 
gay-identified  respondents  reported  that  they  would  not 
date  white  men  in  the  future. 

Responses  regarding  involvement  in  both  the  Black 
and  gay  community  was  most  interesting.  Ninety  percent 
of  the  gay-identified,  and  76  percent  of  the  Black- 
identified  repondents  indicated  that  they  were  not  actively 
involved  in  the  Black  community.  According  to  Johnson, 

The  negative  themes  of  the  Black -identified  respondents 
stressed  a  sense  of  isolation  or  alienation  from  the  tradi¬ 
tional  view  of  the  Black  community ....  The  attitude  of 
the  Black  community  toward  homosexuality  was  often 
viewed  as  non -supportive. ...  In  addition  to  similar 
themes,  gay-identified  respondents  defended  their  non¬ 
involvement  by  noting  the  range  of  difficulties  they  have 
experienced  in  trying  to  identify  fully  with  the  values  and 
interests  of  the  Black  community. 

One-fourth  (24  percent  of  the  Black-identified 
respondents  and  10  percent  of  the  gay-identified 
respondents)  indicated  that  they  were  actively  involved  in 
the  Black  community.  The  limited  responses  of  both  ref¬ 
erence  groups  emphasized  involvement  in  social  activities 
and  community-based  political  issues  concerning  other 
Blacks. 

Similarly,  59  percent  of  the  Black-identified  and  50 
percent  of  the  gay-identified  respondents  indicated  that 
they  were  not  actively  involved  in  the  gay  community. 
Johnson  explained  that  some 

respondents  expressed  difficulty  granting  exclusivity  to 
homosexuality  as  the  primary  organizing  factor  in  their 
overall  identities.  In  some  cases,  public  acknowledgement 


of  their  homosexual  involvement  was  viewed  as  unnec¬ 
essarily  publicizing  and,  consequently,  increasing  their 
vulnerability  to  hostility  or  rejection. 

The  other  roughly  half  of  the  respondents,  Johnson 
writes, 

emphasized  active  involvement  in  the  cultural  as  well  as 
social  and  political  dimensions  of  the  homosexual  com¬ 
munity.  Respondents  stressed  the  importance  of  having  a 
homosexually  populated,  or  at  least  tolerant,  support  net¬ 
work  available  that  may  not  necessarily  be  conceptualized 
as  "part  of  the  homosexual  community  ." 

Black  Lesbian  Study 

The  three  areas  of  “The  Black  Women’s  Relationship 
Project”  which  Mays,  Cochran,  and  Peplau  discussed  at 
the  1986  meeting  of  the  APA  included:  Sources  of  Sup¬ 
port  in  the  Black  Lesbian  Community.  Relationship  Ex¬ 
periences  and  the  Perception  of  Discrimination  by  Black 
Lesbians,  and  Satisfaction  in  the  Intimate  Relationships  of 
Black  Lesbians. 

In  discussing  the  importance  of  empirical  data  on  the 
sources  of  support  for  Black  lesbians,  Susan  Cochran  told 
fellow  mental  health  professionals  at  the  APA  meeting, 

Black  lesbians  occupy  a  unique  status  as  a  minority  within 
both  the  gay  community  and  the  Black  community.  How 
do  similarity  and  mutual  reciprocity  influence  who  they 
feel  they  can  turn  to  for  support?  There  are  important 
reasons  for  concerning  ourselves  with  the  experiences  of 
Black  lesbians.  An  understanding  of  the  patterns  of  per¬ 
ceived  support  may  help  to  clarify  the  impact  of  social 
discrimination  on  the  receipt  of  social  support .... 

For  this  segment  of  the  study,  respondents  completed 
a  “perceived  emotional  support”  questionnaire  consisting 
of  eighteen  categories  of  people  including:  lover,  co¬ 
workers,  friends,  parents,  siblings,  relatives,  and  general 
classes  of  people  including  Black  lesbians,  Black 
heterosexuals,  and  white  lesbians.  Participants  were  asked 
to  rate  each  of  these  categories  by  using  a  five-point  scale 
ranging  from  extremely  supportive  to  extremely  unsuppor- 
tive  (a  sixth  point  on  the  scale  indicated  that  no  such  per¬ 
son  existed) . 

In  this  part  of  the  study,  Cochran  and  Mays  found 
four  distinct  sources  of  support  in  Black  lesbians’  emotional 
support  networks.  The  most  emotionally  supportive 
source  was  a  Gay/Lesbian  Support  network.  Family  of 
origin  and  the  work  environment  were  rated  as  being 
equally  supportive,  but  significantly  less  supportive  than 
the  gay/lesbian  network.  Heterosexual  support  was  the 
least  emotionally  supportive. 

It  is  important  to  note  tha  the  gay/lesbian  support  net¬ 
work  mentioned  here  differs  somewhat  from  general  no¬ 
tions  about  the  lesbian/gay  community  in  which  most 
members  are  typically  Caucasian.  Other  parts  of  the  study 
indicated  that  two-thirds  of  the  respondents  had  Black 
partners,  and  52  percent  of  their  close  friends  were  either 
Black  lesbians  or  Black  gay  men.  Thus  the  gay /lesbian  fac¬ 
tor  draws  very  heavily  on  these  women’s  relationships  with 
the  Black  gay  male  and  Black  lesbian  community.  It  is  also 
interesting  to  note  that  the  structure  of  women’s  emotional 
support  is  not  determined  exclusively  by  ethnicity  or 
gender,  but  rather  by  the  dimensions  of  sexual  orientation 
kinship,  and  work. 

According  to  Cochran  and  Mays, 

...  we  did  not  find  the  kinship  system  providing  the  major 
source  of  emotional  support  for  these  women.  This  is  in 
contrast  to  previous  research  on  Black  heterosexual 
women  but  similar  to  what  is  known  about  White  lesbians. 

We  do  not  know  the  cause  for  this  at  this  point.  Perhaps, 
homophobia  reduces  the  amount  of  support  women  re¬ 
ceive  from  their  families.  Another  possibility  is  that  the  type 
of  emotional  support  needed  is  best  provided  by  other  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men. 

Sources  of  tangible  support  were  also  investigated  in 
this  segment  of  the  study.  Participants  were  asked  to  in¬ 
dicate  if  there  were  someone  they  could  go  to  if  they  need¬ 
ed  help  with  ten  hypothetical  problems.  In  general,  par¬ 
ticipants  percieved  the  Black  lesbian  community  as  pro¬ 
viding  the  highest  level  of  tangible  support,  followed  by  the 
Black  heterosexual  community,  and  finally  the  white  les¬ 
bian  community.  These  differences  in  levels  of  tangible 
support  appeared  to  contrast  earlier  findings  on  emotional 
support  in  which  sexual  orientation  was  a  critical  dimen¬ 
sion. 

According  to  Cochran  and  Mays, 

There  are  several  implications  from  our  findings.  First, 
Black  lesbians  derive  most  of  their  emotional  and  tangible 
support  from  each  other.  Thus,  the  Black  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  is  an  extremely  important  resource  for  its  mem¬ 
bers,  despite  its  small  size  and  perhaps  relative  lack  of  in¬ 
strumental  resources ....  It  is  interesting  to  speculate  on 
what  the  effects  might  be  of  this  high  degree  of  inter¬ 
reliance.  One  possibility  is  that  Black  lesbians  may  have 
less  opportunity  to  minimize  the  negative  effects  of  their 
social  network  interactions  by  turning  elsewhere  when 
conflict  threatens. 

A  second  point  is  that  Black  lesbians  generally 
perceive  the  White  lesbian  community  as  emotionally,  but 
not  tangibly,  supportive. 


Primary  reference  group  identity 
[was  established  through]  a  “forced  choice ” 
question  located  near  the  middle  of  the 
questionnaire:  “ Which  minority  membership  is  most 
important  to  you ”  [being  Black  or  being  gay]?  Thirty- 
one  [out  of  60]  subjects  responded  that  “ being 
Black ”  was  most  important ,  while  twenty  identified 
“ being  gay”  as  more  important . 
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Discrimination 

When  discussing  the  Relation¬ 
ship  Experiences  and  the  Percep¬ 
tion  of  Discrimination  by  Black 
Lesbians  phase  of  the  study,  Mays 
and  Cochran  explained, 

Early  in  childhood,  Black 
Americans  are  warned 
about  hostile,  negative  be¬ 
haviors  of  Whites  toward 
Blacks.  In  addition,  Black 
lesbians,  like  other  women, 
are  taught  the  desirability  of 
heterosexuality,  and  may  be 
admonished  by  Black  relig¬ 
ious  teachings  about  the  sin¬ 
fulness  of  homosexuality. 
These  early  experiences  may 
create  expectations  about 
discrimination.  However, 
personal  experiences  of  be¬ 
ing  treated  badly  may  also 
play  a  significant  role  in 
reinforcing  expectations  of 
specific  types  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  ....  For  example,  it  is  a 
common  folklore  among 
many  Black  Americans  that 
Black  women  who  look 
more  “African”  in  their 
physical  features  will  ex¬ 
perience  more  frequent 
discrimination  by  Whites 
and  even  by  other  Blacks. 


Similarly,  lesbians  may  find 
that  the  more  “heterosex¬ 
ual”  they  appear  in  dress 
and  behavior,  the  more 
acceptable  they  are  to 
heterosexuals. 

Mays  and  Cochran  asked  sub¬ 
jects  to  respond  to  questions  about 
seven  types  of  discrimination  such 
as  for  “being  Black”  or  “being 
lesbians,”  and  respondents  an¬ 
swered  on  the  basis  of  frequency 
of  the  type  of  discrimination  ex¬ 
perienced  by  the  group,  in  general, 
and  by  themselves,  as  individuals. 
The  first  four  types  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  dealt  with  women,  Blacks, 
Black  women,  and  lesbians,  in  that 
order.  The  latter  three  asked  spec¬ 
ifically  about  discrimination 
against  Black  lesbians  by  Black 
heterosexuals  because  of  sexual 
orientation,  by  White  lesbians 
because  of  ethnicity,  and  finally  by 
other  Black  lesbians  because  of  a 
lack  of  resources  defined  for  par¬ 
ticipants  as  a  lack  of  money, 
education  or  class  status. 

Overall,  the  respondents  re¬ 
ported  experiencing  significantly 
less  discrimination  as  individuals 
than  they  thought  existed  for  their 
group  in  general.  Results  further 
indicated  that  Black  lesbians  have 
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experienced  the  greatest  discrim¬ 
ination  in  their  lives  for  being  both 
Black  and  female.  The  next  most 
frequent  discrimination  is  for  be¬ 
ing  female.  The  least  frequent 
discrimination  is  for  being  les¬ 
bian. 

The  women  additionally  per¬ 
ceived  the  greatest  amount  of  per¬ 
sonal  discrimination  for  being  a 
lesbian  from  Black  heterosexuals, 
and  for  being  Black  from  white 
lesbians.  Class  discrimination  by 
other  Black  lesbians  was  least  cited 
(remember  that  the  majority  of 
respondents  have  previously 
described  themselves  as  middle- 
class).  The  women  perceived  Black 
heterosexuals  to  discriminate  sig¬ 
nificantly  more  than  white  or 
Black  lesbians  in  general,  in¬ 
dicating  that  sexual  orientation  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  most  important 
basis  for  their  perception  of  the 
discrimination  experience. 

Reports  of  personally  experienc¬ 
ed  discrimination  as  a  function  of 
sociodemographic  factors  revealed 
that  discrimination  for  being 
Black  and  for  being  a  Black  female 
appears  to  occur  more  frequently 
to  Black  lesbians  with  higher 
education,  lower  socio-economic 
background,  darker  skin,  and  self- 
rated  physical  looks  that  are  more 
butch  or  gay  as  opposed  to  heter¬ 
osexual.  Discrimination  for  being 
lesbian  also  seemed  strongly 
related  to  class  and  butch/gay 
physical  looks. 

Regarding  discrmination 
against  Black  lesbians,  women 
who  were  younger,  had  lower  in¬ 
comes,  came  from  lower  socio¬ 
economic  backgrounds,  and  look¬ 
ed  butch/gay  reported  more  fre¬ 
quent  experiences  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  from  Black  heterosexuals 
than  did  older,  more  wealthy, 
heterosexual-looking  Black  les¬ 
bians.  Conversely,  experiences  of 
ethnic  discrimination  by  white  les¬ 
bians  happened  to  women  of  a 


lower  socio-economic  background 
with  no  regard  to  physical  ap¬ 
pearances. 

Black  lesbians  reported  more 
frequent  instances  of  being  treated 
badly  by  other  Black  lesbians  for 
lacking  resources  if  they  had  less 
education,  lower  income,  lower 
socio-economic  background,  or 
physical  looks  that  were  not 
heterosexual. 

Further  data  showed  that  Black 
lesbians  with  white  partners 
reported  significantly  more  fre¬ 
quent  discrimination  for  being  a 
female,  Black,  and  as  a  Black 
female,  than  did  Black  lesbians 
with  Black  partners.  They  also 
reported  significantly  more  fre¬ 
quent  ethnic  discrimination  by 
white  lesbians. 

Relationships 

Satisfaction  in  the  Intimate 
Relationships  of  Black  Lesbians 
was  another  phase  of  the  study 
reported  by  Peplau,  Cochran  and 
Mays.  The  results  from  this  por¬ 
tion  of  the  study  are  relatively 
straightforward. 

The  majority  of  women  who 
participated  in  the  study  reported 
having  been  in  a  total  of  three  to 
four  “serious/committed”  rela¬ 
tionships  with  another  woman 
during  their  lifetime.  Their  longest 
relationship  had  typically  lasted 
about  four  years,  though  the  var¬ 
iation  in  relationships  was  two 
months  to  twelve  years. 

Seventy-five  percent  of  the 
women  said  that  they  and  their 
partner  were  “in  love,”  while  17 
percent  said  they  were  not  sure 
about  being  in  love,  and  only  8 
percent  said  that  they  were  not  in  * 
love.  Current  realtionships  had 
lasted  an  average  of  two  years. 
Most  of  the  women  considered 
their  relationship  to  be  a  very  close 
one,  and  indicated  that  they  were 
quite  happy  with  it.  Most  women 
said  that  they  thought  they  had  a 
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good  chance  of  staying  in  their 
current  relationship  for  another 
five  years,  and  about  half  thought 
that  the  relationship  would  def¬ 
initely  continue  for  five  more 
years. 

The  frequency  of  sex  in  the  rela¬ 
tionship  was  quite  variable  with 
the  most  common  pattern  indic¬ 
ating  sexual  activity  two  to  three 
times  a  week.  Forty-one  percent  of 
the  women,  however,  reported 
having  sex  with  their  partner  less 
than  once  a  week. 

Regarding  sexual  exclusivity, 
the  majority  of  the  women  prefer¬ 
red  monogamy.  Less  than  nine 
percent  said  that  their  current  rela¬ 
tionship  was  completely  open,  66 
percent  said  the  relationship  was 
sexually  exclusive,  and  25  percent 
described  their  relationship  as 
falling  in  between. 

Women  who  lived  with  their 
partner  reported  slightly  greater 
‘ ‘closeness,  ’ ’  and  were  more  confi¬ 
dent  that  the  relationship  would 
continue  in  the  future.  Women 
who  lived  apart  reported  slightly 
greater  sexual  satisfaction  with 
their  partner. 

The  work  of  Drs.  Mays, 
Cochran,  Peplau  and  Johnson 
represents  a  new  but  growing  in¬ 
terest  on  the  part  of  social  scien¬ 
tists  and  lesbian/gay  community 
workers  to  investigate  the  relative 
importance  of  ethnicity  and  sexual 
orientation  as  co-factors  in  the 
development  of  behavioral  pat¬ 
terns  among  Black  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  Such  research  not  only 
gives  these  double-minority  mem¬ 
bers  a  voice,  it  gives  a  scientific 
research  basis  for  program  plan¬ 
ning,  development,  funding  and 
evaluation  of  minority 
outreach/inclusion  efforts,  and 
thus  facilitates  more  appropriate 
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Xccommodations .  AA  groups,  bars  baths,  book 
Pores  businesses,  counselors,  tientists.  doctors 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  mpdia.  publications 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents 
etc  etc  .  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  loo') 

USA  &  CANADA  SI  0 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S3  50:  includes 
Manhatlan  bar  notes  &  women  s  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S3  50:  Alabama  Arkansas 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri,  New 
Mexico  Oklahoma,  Puerlo  Rico  Tennessee 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  S3  50:  Connecticut 
Delaware.  District  ot  Columbia.  Maine  Maryland 
Massachusetts  New  Hampshire  Ohio  Pennsyiva 
ma  Rhode  Island.  Vermont  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  tor  men 

S20:  The  rest  ot  the  world  does  nol  include  USA  o< 
Canada,  men  s  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House;  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720  All  hooks  discreetly 
by  tirst  class  mail  your  name  kept  strictly  contiden 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  tor  further 
mlormation  send  stamped  sell  addressed 
business  size  envelope  Please  contact  us  (or 
prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Oay  Books.  648A  Yonge  St  .  Toronto,  Ontario  M4t 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

J  &  S  Automotive 

BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  all  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up,  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  sometimes 
it’s  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S  has 
been  Boston  s  hippest  garage  for  years  and 
years,  and  for  the  last  tew  years,  it's  also 
been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never  cheated 
anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the  years  they 
kept  learning  new  makes  and  new  techni¬ 
ques,  and  now  can  repair  about  anything. 
Their  speciality  is  still  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  ot  depen¬ 
dability.  But  they're  ready  for  anything  and 
did  most  ot  the  work  on  the  antique  vehicles 
tor  the  movie  "The  Brinks  Job." 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper, '  Best  ot  Boston. ' ' 
Fall  1980. 


277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 
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Correction:  Homophobia 
&  Anti-Semitism 


Last  week’s  centerspread  article 
“Anti-Semitism  and  Homophobia 
Linked  in  Discussion  of  Holocaust 
Victims  Memorial”  included  some 
errors  we’d  like  to  correct.  To 
begin  with,  the  correct  spelling  of 
the  name  of  the  Bishop  of  Brook¬ 
lyn  is  Mugavero;  Charles  Curran, 
who  was  fired  from  Catholic 
University  of  America  for  his 
theological  deviancy,  is  a 
Diocesan,  not  a  Jesuit,  priest;  and 
it  was  the  Synod  of  the  Church  of 
England,  not  the  Episcopal 
Church,  which  voted  on  February 
26  in  favor  of  the  ordination  of 
women. 

Of  more  substance,  the  “pro¬ 
posed  new  addition  to  the  Code  of 
Canon  Law”  (to  give  the  Pope 
control  of  all  Catholic  institutions 
of  higher  learning)  has  been  in  ef¬ 
fect  for  five  years.  What  is  under 
dispute  is  a  particular  article  that 
seems  to  stipulate  that  theological 
faculties,  even  at  schools  which  are 
not  pontifical  institutes,  need  a 
papal  mandate.  A  number  of  U.S. 
Catholic  university  presidents 
have  met  to  dispute  this  and,  for 
whatever  reason,  Rome  has  so  far 
not  pressed  this  point. 

We  also  neglected  to  include 
mention  of  disabled  people  in  our 
list  of  victims  of  the  Nazis  to  be  in¬ 


cluded  in  the  Holocaust  memorial. 
One  session  at  the  conference  was 
devoted  to  the  Third  Reich’s  cam¬ 
paign  to  exterminate  the  “mental¬ 
ly  and  physically  handicapped.” 
An  article  in  the  ~January /Feb¬ 
ruary  1987  Disability  Rag  (Box 
145,  Louisville,  KY  40201)  asserts 
that  100,000  disabled  people  were 
killed  in  the  early  years  of  Hitler’s 
reign. 

Black  Centre 

Continued  from  page  7 
force,  doing  outreach  work  in  the 
community,  and  writing  articles 
for  local  papers.  They  are  also 
working  on  a  factsheet  on  AIDS  in 
the  Black  community  because  the 
government  is  not  dealing  with  this 
subject  and  the  information  that  is 
being  circulated  is  generally  poor. 

The  Project  has  a  membership 
of  close  to  100  people  and  a 
management  committee  of  14  men 
and  women.  To  send  6  represen¬ 
tatives  to  Los  Angeles  took  a  lot  of 
effort  and  resources,  personal  and 
community,  but  all  of  us  who  met 
and  talked  with  the  women  and 
men  from  London  and  attended 
their  workshop  were  encouraged 
and  inspired  by  their  struggles  and 
thankful  for  their  presence. 


JEAN  A.  McCRAY 

Attorney-at-Law 

40  Trapelo  Road  529  Newbury  St. 

Belmont,  MA  02178  Boston,  MA  02215 

484-8383_ 266-8353 


Sign  Language  Interpreted 


BOSTON  GAY  MEN'S  CHORUS 


In  Concert 


Robert  Barney,  Music  Director 

Saturday,  March  28, 1987  8  PM 

Jordan  Hall  at  N.E.  Conservatory 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 
Janice  Platner,  Barbara  J.  Macy 
Gerry  Azzata 

Boston  (617)  266-0760_ San  Francisco  (415)  626-4224 


l 


,  March  20th 

m  “LAUGH  OUT 
}  LOUD  FUNNY” 

ip  J.  Hoberman,  VILLAGE  VOICE 

'JrLILY  scores. 

ill  Stephen  Silverman,  N.Y.  POST 


1 


Directed  by  Nick  Broomfield  and  Joan  Churchill 
Produced  by  Joan  Churchill  and  Nick  Broomfield 

Also  featuring 

Ernestine  ♦  Edith  Ann  ♦  Agnus  Angst  •  lup6 


6:00, 7:45, 9:30  Sat,  Sun  Mats,  1 :00, 2:40, 4:20 

............  Coolidge 

FREE  PARKING  EVENINGS  &  SUNDAY  NEARBY*^ 

734-2500  HARVARD  STREET  AT  BEACON  /  BROOKLINE  1 


Announcing  two  more 


FOR  WOMEN 


to  Benefit  the 

CAMBRIDGE  YWCA-Hannum  Hall 
7  Temple  St  ,  Cambridge,  MA  02139 

SUNDAY 

MARCH  15/APRIL  12 

7-10pm  $6  advance,  S7  al  the  door 

CINDY  GREEN,  Dancing  Mistress 

Live  music:  Mar  15  'The  Poodles*.  Apnl  12  Mary  Lea.  Deborah  KmgW 
All  Women  Welcome  ★  Light  Refreshments  Served 
Dances  taught  *  Beginners.  Singles  Welcome  *  No  partner  needed 
Afternoon  Workshop  3- 5pm:  Cindy  will  teach  basics  of  the  Waltz 
and  the  Tango  ♦  March  15  Salty  Dog  Rag,  April  12  Norwegian 
Polka,  Swedish  Hambo  $4  in  advance.  $5  at  the  door 
YWCA  benefit:  All  contributions  welcome;  send  with  coupon  be»ow  “Matrons."  support  the 
YWCA  $25  or  more,  tax  deductible,  admits  you  to  the  workshop  and  dance  Info/RSVP:  YWCA 
Front  Desk  (617/491-6050).  Cindy  Green  (6177799-4642)  Ticket*:  YWCA  Front  Desk.  New  Words. 
186  Hampshire  St.,  Cambridge;  Cindy  Green.  POB  93.  Webster  Sq  Sta  .  Worcester.  MA  01603 
Drug-,  Smoke-,  Alcohol-free  Event 

Send  this  coupon,  a  SASE.  and  check  payable  to  CAMBRIDGE  YWCA-HANNUM  to  address  above 
If  received  after  Mar  10th  for  March  dance.  April  1  for  April  dance,  tickets  held  at  door 


Name  _ 

Address  _ 

City/State/Zip 
Phone  


□  workshop  3-5  $4  GMar  15  CApr  12 
C  dance  7-10pm  $6  GMar  15  GApr  12 

C  “Matron"  $25  or  more  — amt. _ 

C  Here's  rpy  donation  -  $ 


Tickets  $10,  8,  6 


Jordan  Hall  Box  Office:  (617)  536-2412 


WOMEN  IN  THEATRE 
FESTIVAL  ’87 

CELEBRATE!! 


WOW  CAFE  *  PATIENCE  &  SARAH  MONSTROUS 
REGIMENT  *  ALARMS  GAL  PERRY  *  ARE  THERE 
ANY  ??  TALKING  BAND  *  BETTY  &  THE 
BLENDERS  BEATRICE  ROTH  *  TRILOGY 
RHIANNON  &  RUTH  ZAPORA  *  IN  CONSORT 
BONNIE  HUGHES  NOVER*  PELE 
JULIE  INCE  THOMPSON  *  TAMSON  DONNER 
ALLEY  THEATRE*  CHOCOLATE  CAKE 
VALERIE  STEPHENS  *  MY  SHADE  OF 
THE  BLUES  CHRYSALIS  THEATRE * 
INCANTATIONS  WATERMELON  STUDIO* 

FITS  &  STARTS  DOLL  STORY  THEATRE 
USA  THORSON  *  SPOKESONG  HOMECOMING 
FESTIVAL  *  THE  DEATH  OF  BLACK  &  WHITE 

t 

PANELS..  PLAYWRITING,  ALTERNATIVE 
FORMS,  MEET  THE  CRITICS 

WORKSHOPS...  WITH  TINA  PACKER, 
LINDA  PUTNAM,  SUSAN  YANKOWITZ, 
KRISTIN  LINKLATER,  RHIANNON, 

&  LOIS  WEAVER 

MARCH  20-29,  1987 

Northeastern  University  Theatre 
360  Huntington  Ave  423-2247 
Suffolk  University  Theatre 
55  Temple  Street  720-1988 

Wheelchair  Accessible,  some  performances  ASL  Interpreted 

VOLUNTEER!’!  876-8014 

64  Wyman  Street,  Jamaica  Plain,  Ma  02130 
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Mass.  Insurance 


Continued  from  page  1 

is  currently  aware  of  ten  com¬ 
panies  that  are  testing  for  HIV  an¬ 
tibodies.  Prior  to  December  of 
1986,  more  than  30  companies 
were  requiring  such  testing. 

Hiam,  who  has  the  authority  to 
levy  fines  against  or  revoke 
licenses  of  companies  still 
conducting  HIV  testing,  has  con¬ 
sistently  taken  a  strong  stand 
against  HIV  testing  by  the  in¬ 
surance  industry.  But  observers 
are  concerned  that  he  is  being 
pressured  to  make  compromises 
by  “higher-ups”  in  the  Dukakis 
administration. 

In  particular  a  number  of  ac¬ 
tivists  told  GCN  they  were 
suspicious  of  the  fact  that  Gold, 
who  is  technically  Hiam’s  boss, 


has  called  a  number  of  meetings  on 
HIV  testing  by  insurers  since  the 
beginning  of  this  year.  She  has  met 
with  representatives  from  some 
lesbian  and  gay  and  AIDS  organiz¬ 
ations  to  discuss  HIV  testing  by  in¬ 
surance  companies.  Separate 
meetings  have  been  held  with 
representatives  from  insurance 
companies. 

“Paula  [Gold]  told  us  it  was  not 
her  intention  to  change  the 
policy,”  said  Jason  Schneider, 
chair  of  the  board  of  directors  for 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee 
(AAC),  who  has  attended  some  of 
these  meetings.  “[But]  my  sense  is 
that  the  meetings  taking  place  are 
looking  at  potential  changes  in  the 
policy  —  otherwise  it  wouldn’t  be 


South  End  Counseling  Associates 

welcomes 

Stephen  M.  Brady,  Ph.D. 

to  the  clinical  staff  in  Boston 
men  issues  •  sexual  disfunctions 

•  eating  disorders  •  coming  out 

•  individual  and  couples  work 

South  End  Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


»#/ 

DAVID  L. 

COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830 

Orleans/Bewster 

50  Congress  St. 

Office  Park 

Boston,  MA  02109 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 

255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 

Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


DO  YOU  KNOW  A  VICTIM  OF  VIOLENCE? 

Have  you  been  threatened,  harassed  or  assaulted?  On  the 
street,  job  or  at  home?  By  strangers,  lover  or  family? 

The  Fenway  Community- Health  Center  (FCHC)  supported  by 
grant  from  Mass  Office  for  Victim  Assistance,  is  coordinating 
the  documentation  of  anti-gay/lesbian  violence. 

HELP  DOCUMENT  THIS  PROBLEM 

by  calling 

THE  VICTIM  RECOVERY  PROGRAM 
AT  FCHC. 

Complete  confidentiality  is  assured. 

FCHC  offers  short  &  long-term  individual,  couple  &  family 
counseling;  support  groups;  —  —  -= 

advocacy;  and  referral  - — -iz 

Call  Lee  Ellenberg,  LICSW.  or  - —3 

Joyce  Collier,  LICSW,  at  267-7573 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 


Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue,  COUNSELING 

Room  331 ,  Boston  ASSOCIATES 


MassBay 


on  the  agenda.” 

Gold  was  not  available  for  com¬ 
ment. 

Some  activists  say  they  believe 
that  the  state’s  policy  will  not  be 
altered  to  allow  HIV  testing  for 
health  insurance  but  that  policy 
will  be  changed  on  life  insurance. 
“If  one  were  to  be  changed,  it 
would  be  life  insurance,”  acknow¬ 
ledged  Randy  Friedman,  lawyer 
for  the  Division  of  Insurance. 
“Life  insurance  is  more  of  a 
luxury-type  item.”  Represen¬ 
tatives  from  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ad¬ 
vocates  and  Defenders,  AAC,  and 
the  Mass.  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Caucus  said  such  testing 
for  life  insurance  policies  would  be 
completely  unacceptable.  “If  you 
give  them  the  right  to  test  on  one 
level  then  they  have  their  foot  in 
the  door,”  commented  Larry 
Kessler,  executive  director  of 
AIDS  Action  Committee. 

The  fact  that  Hiam  did  not 
testify  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
ban  on  testing  by  insurers,  S.1629, 
although  he  testified  in  favor  of  an 
almost  identical  bill  last  year,  fur¬ 
ther  increased  activists’  fear  that 
he  was  being  pressured  by  the 
administration.  “It’s  not  clear 
whether  [Hiam]  is  being  muzzled 
by  Paula  Gold,  [Human  Services 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


Commissioner]  Phil  Johnston  or 
Dukakis,”  said  Kessler,  “It’s 
scandalous  that  he  was  muzzled.  It 
means  [the  administration]  is  run¬ 
ning  scared  [and]  trying  to  look  for 
an  easy  way  out.” 

“The  fact  that  Peter  Hiam 
[wasn’t  there]  says  a  lot  about  why 
we  need  this  legislation  [S.1629],” 
agreed  Kevin  Cathcart,  director  of 
Boston’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ad¬ 
vocates  and  Defenders. 

Hiam  would  not  comment  as  to 
why  he  did  not  testify  at  the  hear¬ 
ings.  But,  he  said,  “Last  year  I  was 
in  support  of  this  bill  and  I’m  still 
in  support  of  that  kind  of  legisla¬ 
tion.” 

As  GCN  is  going  to  press,  Hiam 
and  Gold  are  submitting  testimony 
to  the  health  care  committee 
regarding  S.1629.  Hiam  refused  to 
characterize  what  the  written  test¬ 
imony  would  contain.  Mary  Duf¬ 
fy,  a  spokesperson  for  Gold’s  of¬ 
fice,  told  GCN  the  testimony  will 
be  very  much  in  line  with  Hiam’s 
testimony  from  last  year.  Last  year 
Hiam  testified  that  he  strongly 
supported  the  bill  but  would  be 
willing  to  reconsider  his  stance  if 
AIDS-related  tests  became  more 
reliable  and  if  insurance  com¬ 
panies  could  guarantee  confiden¬ 
tiality  for  people  who  tested  HIV 
positive.  Duffy  would  not  com¬ 
ment  on  whether  any  of  those 
changes  had  been  made  in  the  past 
year. 

“Testing  under  any  circum¬ 
stances  has  some  down  sides,” 
said  Hiam.  Even  if  HIV  antibody 


POWWOW*! 

538  7057 

Saturday  &  Sunday 
Brunch 

$6.95 

Wednesday  night  — 
all  you  can  eat 

_ $9.95  I 


net p  gCN 

426-4469  Movg 

tikva  npnDj? 

Boston’s  Community  of  Lesbian/Gay  Jews 

♦♦♦♦♦♦10th  ANNIVERSARY  PARTY! !  ♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Sunday,  March  29th-UPTOWN  965  Mass.  Ave.  Boston 

Gourmet  style  Luncheon  Buffet/Dancing/Music 
Advance  tickets  a  MUST  by:  March  22nd 
call:  782-8894_ wheelchair  accessible  dining  room 


INDIVIDUAL/  GROUP/  COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 
ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 


Family  Law 

'Custody  Issues 
'Relationship 
Agreements 
'Estate  Planning 

52  Western  Ave.,  Camb., 


General  Practice 

'Employment  Rights 
'Personal  Injury 
'Landlord/Tenant 


MA  02139  (617)876-7099 


tests  were  99.9  percent  accurate,  as 
insurance  company  representative 
Dr.  Robert  Gleeson  claimed  be¬ 
fore  the  Health  Committee,  one 
out  of  1,000  people  will  still  have 
false  positives.  If  everyone  in  the 
city  of  Cambridge  were  tested  for 
the  HIV  antibody  there  would  be 
100  false  positives.  That’s  a 
substantial  number,  said  Hiam. 

“There’s  been  no  [documenta¬ 
tion]  that  companies  are  facing 
financial  troubles  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  because  they  don’t  use  the 
test,”  stated  Hiam.  The  financial 
burden  to  insurance  companies, 
due  to  AIDS,  is  mostly  at¬ 
tributable  to  people  who  have 
long-term  policies  which  can’t  be 
changed,  he  said.  “Testing  some¬ 
one  in  1987  and  getting  a  [negative 
HIV  reading]  doesn’t  guarantee 
that  person  won’t  get  AIDS  later 
on,”  Hiam  added.  “In  the  mean¬ 
time  you  will  have  infringed  on  a 
person’s  privacy  rights  and  caused 
mental  anguish  —  all  for  what?” 

The  insurance  companies’  claim 
that  a  ban  on  use  of  the  test  would 
financially  break  the  industry  is 
also  suspect  because  the  percent¬ 
age  of  claims  covered  by  the  policy 
are  actually  very  low.  Under¬ 
writing  techniques  which  weed  out 
high  risk  insurance  applicants  are 
only  used  for  individual  insurance 
policies.  According  to  David 
Tedone,  spokesperson  for  the  Life 
Insurance  Association  of 
Massachusetts,  85  percent  of  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  state  with  health  isurance 
are  covered  by  group  insurance 
policies.  And  the  majority  of  the 
remaining  15  percent  are  covered 
by  Blue  Cross  and  Blue  Shield 
which  are  heavily  regulated  by  the 
state. 

Individual  life  insurance  policies 
also  make  up  a  very  small  percent¬ 
age  of  life  insurance  policies  in  the 
state,  said  Tedone.  But  such  indiv¬ 
idual  policies  tend  to  have  much 
higher  premiums  than  those  issued 
under  group  policies. 

“The  object  of  [the  state  policy] 
is  not  to  put  companies  in  a  place 
that  endangers  their  solvency,” 
said  Hiam.  “I  do  sympathize  with 
insurance  companies  in  this  way. 
AIDS  is  a  massive  national  prob¬ 
lem,  [the  effects  of  which]  cannot 
be  paid  for  by  one  group.  It  has  to 
be  paid  for  at  the  federal  level  by 
all  of  us,  presumably  through 
taxes.  If  not  for  the  present 
[federal]  administration  I’m  sure 
we  would  be  facing  that  now.  But 
we  have  a  President  who  does  not 
dare  speak  the  word  [AIDS].” 


Bt  JDDFNBRGDKS 

BACK  BAY  IKWKSMITH 

Boston’s  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston*  5364433 


Alone? 


Rre  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComUuest 
has  prouided  thousands  of  gay 
men  with  a  safe,  effectiue 
way  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

—  No  fees  exceed  *30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call  .  .  . 

EataSaiaaS" 

800-633-6969 
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PERSONALS _ 

WM  will  share  small  secluded  log  home 
with  person  on  SS.  Likes  animals.  Han¬ 
dy  with  tools.  No.  drugs.  Call  (617) 
347-3866  after  6PM, _ £34) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks.  Swimmers.  Athletes.  Outcalls 
in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Also  hiring.  Earn 
$55/hr.  Work  in  any  U.S.  city.)  Call  Scott 
at  215-545-1238. _ (38) 

MOUNT  HOLYOKE  COLLEGE 
LESBIAN  ALUMS 

Network  forming.  Confidentiality 
assured.  Send  SASE,  ideas  to  Donna 
Albino  '83,  32  Elm  St.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139. _ jC) 

GAY  MEN  AND  LESBIANS 
Do  you  find  yourself  asking:  How  can  I 
meet  sincere,  quality  people  who  share 
my  interests  and  attitudes?  The  answer 
is  BUDDIES,  the  personalized  introduc¬ 
tion  service,  serving  over  3,000  mem¬ 
bers  for  over  5  years  throughout  New 
England.  BUDDIES  is  the  best  alter¬ 
native  for  selective  adults.  Gay  staffed, 
professional,  and  discrete.  Why  wait? 
Call  today!  (603)880-7625. _ (43) 

WANTED!  ELDERLY  UNCUT 
“QUEEN”!!  BLACK/LATIN  OK! 

By:  very  loving  gentle  masculine 
clean/cut  "butch"  male  48,  5’6”,  150#, 
hearing  impaired.  I  seek  love!!  Will  give 
love  &  loyalty  in  return!!  Handicapped 
very  welcome!!  Prison  inmate  welcome 
if  sincere!  Write  Skip:  15723  Vanowen 
St.  #378,  Van  Nuys,  CA  91 406.  (35) 

LET'S  WRITE 

Young  gay  professional  would  like  to 
become  a  penpal  with  other  gay  guys.  I 
like  music,  trivia,  politics  and  cooking. 
Drop  me  a  note  at  PO  Box  6408, 
Portland,  Maine  04102 _ (34) 

SPANISH  PROGRAM  FOR  WOMEN 
AUGUST:  Study  Spanish  in  Cuer¬ 
navaca,  Mexico.  Live  with  Mexican 
family.  Learn  history,  politics  and 
culture  of  Mexican  women  through  ex¬ 
perience.  Write  NEIGHBORS/SISTERS, 
PO  Box  92,  Hallowell,  ME  04347; 
(207)626-0984. _ (34) 

TRADE,  SELL  OR  BUY:  If  you  like 
videos  of  18  to  25  yr  old  boys  I  have  the 
latest.  Willing  to  trade  or  sell  at  over  5(y 
off.  All  VHS  and  all  originals.  Write  Box 
5921,  Boston  MA02114 _ (34) 

Jewish  lesbian  seeks  love  and  affec¬ 
tion,  friends,  a  sweetie.  I  like  music, 
books,  poetry,  food,  fresh  air,  hugs.  Are 
you  a  woman  whose  company  I  might 
enjoy?  Give  it  a  try.  Write  GCN  Box  184. 
(No  smk/drgs) _ (34) 

JLF,  22,  creative,  intense,  committed  to 
both  Judaism  &  healing,  skng  JLF  21-30 
for  honest,  caring,  rel.  Interest  in 
Judaism  nec.  at  min.  Write  GCN  Box 
183. _ (34) 

Y  A  CLASS?  SM  TWN.  ALL  CPLS.  L  43, 
5’3",  138,  intel,  shy  at  1st.  Gd  humor, 
Iks  movies,  TV,  TRVL,  dance,  chess, 
outdrs,  art,  polatlx,  sks,  W,  sim  int  and 
relatshp.  Pis  no  hvies  or  hvy  drinkers. 
PO  Box  59,  Polly  Ann  Pk,  Dover,  NH 
03820. _ (34) 


Clncut,  clnshavn,  working  GWM  18-26 
or  studnt  wntd  as  houseboy/even  lover! 
Own  lux  room,  cable  TV,  air,  fone,  off 
street  parkng,  ww  on  MBTA  line  (Bost). 
No  smokng,  Abs  safe  sex!  436-4533. 
Bob.  _ (§3) 

S.  Shore  prof  LF  couple  seeks  same 
30+  for  concerts,  plays,  dinners, 
movies,  some  outdoor  activities.  Box 
181. _  (34) 

Hi.  I’m  Connie  and  I'm  lonely.  Please 
call  me.  1-900-410-3700.  50  «  Toll  first 
minute,  35*each  additional  minute.  (44) 

I  need  someone  to  talk  to.  Call  Pam 
1-900-410-3600.  50*  Toll  first  minute,  35' 
each  additional  minute. _ (44) 

Hi.  My  name  is  Lisa.  I’m  young  and 
beautiful.  I'd  like  ot  talk  to  you.  Give  me 
a  call  1-900-410-3800.  50*  Toll  first 
minute,  35*  each  additional  minute.  (44) 


BUTCH  SEEKS  FEM  —  BOSTON 

GWF,  attr,  tall,  sei-husky  sks  same.  I’m 
semi-butch,  passive  quiet  &  caring.  Sk 
semi-fem/fem  who’s  outgoing, 
possessive  aggr  &  will  keep  me  busy. 
Sk  companion,  friend  &  ?  no  drugs, 
smokers  OK,  photo.  PO  Box  74,  Revere, 
MA  02151. _  (34) 

GW  JWSH  PHOI-  30's  sks  same- 
healthy-att  r  Ivg-slim.  No 
drugs/smke/alco;  someone  who  wants 
to  be  happy,  enjoy  life,  play  and  sing  tra 
la  la!  It's  me,  t’me! _ (34) 

PLAN  NOW  to  spend  Memorial  Day 
Weekend  (May  22-25)  at  CAMPFEST, 
the  comfortable  women's  music 
festival.  Four  days  of  music  and 
dances.  The  Fabulous  Dyketones,  Max¬ 
ine  Feldman,  Deidre  McCalla,  Lucie 
Blue  Tremblay,  Labrys,  Suede.  A  relax¬ 
ed  and  friendly  atmosphere  in  a  lux¬ 
urious  setting.  Swimming  poool,  tennis 
courts,  lake  fishing,  concert  hall,  indoor 
hot  showers  and  flush  toilets.  Choice 
of  cabin,  tent  space,  RV.  Singles  ac¬ 
tivities.  Craft  marketplace.  Workshops. 
Softball.  Come  be  part  of  the  magic  at 
CAMPFEST  with  meals  included  for 
$28.75  a  day  or  less.  Write  for  brochure. 
P.O.  Box  53430,  Phila.  PA  19105.  (609) 
694-2037. _ (40) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LESBIAN  FEMINISTS  18-35 

Subjects  needed  for  study  on  body  im¬ 
age.  Fill  out  questionnaire  in  own 
home.  Confidentiality  ensured.  Call 
Kerry  at  (617)  868-2959  and  leave 
messafe  with  address  so  questionnaire 
can  be  mailed  to  you. _ (35) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES 
from  $1  (U  repair).  Delinquent  tax  pro¬ 
perty.  Repossessions.  Call 
805-687-6000.  Ext.  GH-1437  for  current 
repo  list. _ (39) 

EDITORIAL  HELP 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer 
correspondence,  perform  general  office 
tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs  weekly 
minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri. 
nights;  possible  take  home  work.  Call 
Loie,  426-4469.  (C) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 
The  next  gathering  will  be  held  in  the 
Boston  area,  during  the  weekend  of 
March  27th.  We  meet  for  support  &  net¬ 
working  and  welcome  contact  from 
other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of 
Holocaust  Survivors.  A  partners  group 
has  also  been  formed  for  women  who 
are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both 
partners.  For  information,  write  Box 
6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call  (617) 
321-4254. _ (35) 

FLYING  FINGERS  AKA  DATA  ENTRY 
If  you  have  some  time  to  do  data  entry 
for  GCN,  particularily  during  the  day, 
we  have  a  simple  project  that  needs  the 
"special  attention”  only  data  entry  peo¬ 
ple  can  give.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469. _ (C) 


GET  PUBLISHED! 


GCN’s  news  dept  is  looking  for  a 
volunteer  to  write  news  notes.  News 
writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Stephanie  at 
426-4469  for  more  info. _  (C) 


apartments  &  guest  rooms 
for  women  &  their  friends 


Open  Year  Round 
Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
Hoi  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 


(617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


OFF-SEASON  DISCOUNT  COUPON 

Reserve  two  nights  between  October  20th  and 


PUBLICATIONS 


BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:  Because  silence  is  costly. 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _  (V15.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 
off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs'  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
M  A  02143.  (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics,” 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues;  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (61 7)  625-7885.  (ex) 


TRAVEL _ 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  Street 
at  Boston's  Park  Plaza 


HELP  WANTED  HELP  WANTED 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


Nurse  Practitioner  F/T:  Challenging  position  for  primary  care  - 
triage/AIDS  research  NP.  Resume  to  Martha  Moon. 

Medical  Assistant  F/T:  Involving  direct  patient  care  and 
clerical/housekeeping  functions.  Must  be  bright  and 
energetic.  No  experience  needed.  Resume  to  Jerry  Feuer,  PA. 

Administrative  Secretary  F/T:  Strong  typing,  word  process¬ 
ing,  organizational  and  writing  skills.  Responsible  for  P/T 
clerical  workers,  Board  communications,  and  office  routines. 
Call  Heather  at  267-7573. 

Full  benefits,  Equal  Opportunity  Employer.  — — 

FCHC  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 


BOOKKEEPER/TAX  PREPARER  for 
non-profit  women’s  org.  8-10 
hrs/mo.(more  at  tax  seas.)  $8/hr.  Com¬ 
puter/bookkeeping  exp.  Letter  to  Hiring 
Comm.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St,  CambMA  02139. _ (34) 

LIVE-IN  HOUSEKEEPER/ 
maintenance  position  for  women's 
guesthouse  in  Provincetown.  Long 
season.  Immediate  opening. 
GABRIEL’S.  (617)  487-3232.  (36) 


Subcribe 

Now! 


GCN  SPECIALS 

LOW  (OR  NO!)  INTEREST  LOANS: 

In  the  midst  of  moving  expenses,  GCN 
had  to  order  new  (return  address)  mail¬ 
ing  envelopes.  They  cost  $90  per  thou¬ 
sand  for  small  qualities,  and  $40  per 
thous.  for  large  quantities.  We  took  a 
chance  and  ordered  big  —  but  have  to 
pay  within  30  days  (by  April  30!)  We 
need  to  raise  $5,000  which  we  CAN  pay 
back  over  the  next  year.  Can  you  help? 
Please  call  Laurie  at  GCN,  426-4469. 
Thanks!! _ (C) 


BETWEEN  FRIENDS 

Group  residential  —  entertainement- 
related  —  telephone  services  serving 
the  gay  community  is  hiring  atten¬ 
dant/moderators  to  monitor  the  lines. 
Around  the  clock  shifts  available.  Ap¬ 
plicants  must  have  good  telephone 
skills  and  ability  to  respond  decisively. 
Competitive  pay /  Kendall  Sq  Office. 
Please  call  to  arrange  interview. 
639-1412.  _ (34) 

PART  TIME  ATTENDANT 
Care  for  dis  feminist  writer.  Hrs.  need¬ 
ed  very  flex,  weekend  am  vital,  others 
avail,  ask.  No  lifting  nec,  but  I  prefer 
those  w/strength  &  balance.  Exp  not 
nec,  will  train,  but  need  reliable  (male 
too!)  feminists.  Call  232-5956  pm.  Let 
phone  ring.  _ (C) 

LAWYERS  NEED  SECRETARY 
Secretary  for  small  Cambridge  law  firm 
on  Red  Line  near  Central  Square.  Legal 
experience  not  required.  Salary  $14,000 
plus  benefits.  Please  call  576-4659  or 
send  resume  to  Klibaner  &  Sabino,  52 
Western  Avenue,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139. _ (34) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Part-time  position  available  as  an  ad. 
rep.  for  Gay  Community  News.  High 
commission.  Flex,  sched.  &  friendly 
org.  make  this  a  great  way  to  earn  extra 
$  &  support  your  community  this  spring 
&  summer.  Call  Dan  (617)426-4469  (c) 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

FEATURES  EDITOR:  Recruit  and  sus¬ 
tain  pool  of  volunteer  writers.  Assign 
and  edit  weekly  feature  articles  and 
calendar  and  monthly  book  review. 
Assist  in  design  of  features  pages; 
responsible  for  lay-out  of  features 
pages.  Requires  writing  and  editing  ex¬ 
perience,  strong  verbal,  organizational 
and  interpersonal  skills  and  ability  to 
work  with  deadlines.  Lay-out  ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  Application  deadline: 
March  27. 

All  positions  require  familiarity  w/gay 
and  lesbian  community;  commitment 
to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism, 
anti-racism  and  collective  decision 
making;  awareness  of  class  issues. 
Salaries  and  benefits  $  180/week  and 
fully  paid  health  and  life  insurance, 
sick  time  and  four  weeks'  paid  vaca¬ 
tion.  Each  position  offers  the  staff 
member  responsibility  for  his/her  own 
job,  with  some  flexible  hours  and  am¬ 
ple  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  immediately  to  GCN 
Search  Committee,  Gay  Community 
News,  167  Tremont  Street,  5th  floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par- 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. _ (C) 


Design  Director:  Establish  overall 
design  of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the 
layout  and  proofreading  functions  on 
production  night.  Design  (or  assign  to 
volunteer  artists)  front  cover, 
centerspread  artwork/layout,  and  book 
supplement  graphics,  as  well  as  promo¬ 
tional  brochures,  leaflets,  etc. 
Qualifications:  Strong  graphic 
design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type 
specifications,  knowledge  ot  printing 
techniques  and  previous  related  ex¬ 
perience  preferred. 


PROVINCETOWN 

Part-time  position  available  as  an  ad. 
rep.  for  Gay  Community  News.  High 
commission.  Flex,  sched.  &  friendly 
org.  make  this  a  great  way  to  earn  extra 
$  &  support  your  community  this  spring 
&  summer.  Call  Dan  (617)  426-4469  (c) 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM  No  phone  ads  accepted. 

NAME _ 

STREET _ _ APT._1 _ 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP _ 

PHONE  ( _ ) _ 

Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 

Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  il  we  can't  read  them. 


I 

I 

■ 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

i 

Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

- 

Display(Boxed)Classifieds:  Col.  inches 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

— 

or  part  thereof: _ 

x  12.00 

= 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

= 

TOTAL  for  1  Week 

(Add) 

= 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

— 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

=  - 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

X 

.75 

= 

SUBTOTAL 

=  - 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

consecutive  weeks 

10% 

= 

TOTAL 

= 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15% 

— 

I 

I 

I 

1 

1 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


for  31  +  consec.  wks.  20%  = 
TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 
L.  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

C  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


: 


-I 
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TRY  GCN’s 

GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED  ORGANIZATIONS 


ARLINGTON 

Feminist  and/or  lesbian  wanted  for 
lovely  duplex  with  IF,  1M.  Deck, 
fireplace  close  to  pond  and  MBTA.  No 
pets.  646-7968. _ (34) 

LF  32  seeks  2  responsible  F  to  share 
large  3  bdrm  apt  in  JP.  Great  loca¬ 
tion-walk  to  bus  +  pond.  Avail  now! 
Must  like  animals.  Call  Anne,  524-3925. 
Keep  trying.  _ (35) 

Frmhm  L  seeks  1/2  L/GM  to  share 
3bdrm  hse  very  close  to  Rt  30,  9  +  tpk. 
Rent/pets  negot.  879-0027.  Leave 
message. _ (35) 

HARDWOOD  FLOORS,  SUNNY  . 

2  LFs  seek  3rd  for  sunny  7-room  apt. 
Responsible,  indep.,  warm.  Near  T.  No 
smoke,  drugs.  300  +  4.  825-2752.  Have 
dog,  yard,  parking.  30  +  pref. _ (34) 

MILFORD  ST. 

Share  4-FI  house  with  3  other  men  April 
thru  August.  All  appliances,  own 
bedroom.  $381/mo  +  utils.  423-1589. 
_ (35) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
GWF  sks  IF  for  spacious  ,  Ite,  3bdrm 
apt  in  W.  Som.  Conv.  to  buses,  grt  loc. 
Avai  I  3/1  or  4/1 .  $250  +  .  623-5739  (34) 

JP  LFs  seek  3rd,  beaut  apt,  orange  line. 
Share  food,  chores,  respect. 
Drug/smk/alc/pet  free.  267  +  .  Let’s 
create  a  home.  426-9448.  W;  522-2921. 

_ (34) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2  LF  seek  3rd  for  beautiful  sunny  gay- 
owned  JP  apt  close  to  T.  We're  looking 
for  a  feminist  non-smoker.  Indep.  hse. 
April!  245+  524-7959 _ (34) 

2  LF  and  cat  seek  LF  for  3  BR  apt 
Somerville.  Cozy,  hardwood  floors,  2 
porches.  We  are  friendly,  warm,  respon¬ 
sible  —  seek  same.  Rent  $233+ util. 
For  May  1st.  No  smokers/pets  please. 
Call  Dina/Dianne  623-0310,625-3910.(34) 

LIVE  IN  CAMBRIDGE 

2  LF  SK  L  who  is  stable,  30+  has 
positive  energy,  nonsmkr  for  sgl  fam 
hse,  yard,  garden,  porch,  pkg.  Semiveg. 
coop  w  sense  of  humor  and  diversity. 
$208+  354-3399.  Available  immed.  (34) 
3F  seek  4th  for  sunny  Inman  Sq.  apt. 
Semi-veg.,  politically  aware,  interest  in 
the  arts,  non-smoker,  likes  pets.  $225  + 
Call  Kati,  Susan,  Gretchen  661-1929.  (34) 

LF  seeks  resp  F  to  share  2br  apt  in  JP. 
Have  cats  and  dog.  No  drugs.  Min. 
alcoh.  Near  T  and  Jam  Pond. 
$375  + util.  Call  Nancy  522-2118.  (34) 

2L  looking  for  you  to  move  to  our  JP 
apt.  Friendly  non-smoking  L’s  en¬ 
couraged  to  call.  524-7184  to  find  out 
more  about  us.  U-pay  $250  +  &  move  in 
4/1. _ (35) 

Sunny  Somerville  home.  2  LF’s  seek 
3rd.  Available  April  1.  Garderi  and  por¬ 
ches.  Near  Davis  Sq.  No  cigs  or  pets. 
Call  625-7435.  (34) 

For  CLEVE  CIRCLE  scruffy  basemt  apt 
Apr  1.  2F  sk  rmmate  24  +  ,  independt. 
Friendly,  considerate,  respect  privacy. 
NO  NEATNIKS.  Near  3  T  lines.  $216  incl 
ht  Dana  or  Naomi  739-6566. _ (34) 

NEED  A  ROOMMATE? 

L22,  clean,  respons,  w/humor  sks  L(s)  to 
share  apt.  Call  Laura,  267-9423.  (34) 

Seeking  LF  or  GM  t  share  2  bdrm  apt  in 
Boston.  Near  T.  Pkg  avail,  laundry,  pool, 
garden.  Must  be  neat/resp.  No  smokers/ 
pets.  $350  incl  heat.  536-0147.  (34) 

APARTMENTS _ 

WINTHROP 
GARDEN  APARTMENT 

Garden  apt  in  2  fam  home  2  br  den  Ir,  dr, 
kit  w /  maid  &  butler  pantries.  Jacuzzi 
bath.  Private  deck.  Oceanview.  Close  to 
T.  Util  incl.  Ref  please.  $1200  mon 
846-9163. _ _ _ (35) 

ROOM  FOR  RENT  IN  DORCH 
Large  room  on  second  floor  of  3  fam 
house,  some  furniture.  No  drugs,  ale, 
smoking  or  pets.  $65  wk.  Women  only. 
288-9471. _ (35) 

TOWNHOUSE 

Brand  new  2Br,  IViB,  WA/V,  Dish/Disp, 
Wash/Dry,  perfect  4  lovers  or  frnds.  5 
min  to  Boston.  $775  plus  util.  Pkg.  Avail 
now.  Rent  starts  4/1 . 325-2407.  (34) 

ROOM  FOR  RENT  IN  MISSION 

Hill  —  Quiet  mature  gay  man  needed 
available  now  —  call  442-4527.  Preferi- 
ble  after  9PM  —  weekends. _ (33) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES 
from  $1  (U  repair).  Delinquent  tax  pro¬ 
perty.  Repossessions.  Call 
805-687-6000.  Ext.  GH-1437  for  current 
repo  list. _ (39) 


D.O.B 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35  + ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (VI 4.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  .write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_ (VI  4,32) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ (14^) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_ _ (VI  5.23) 


RESORTS 

LADY  JANE’S  INN  -  P’TOWN 

Newly  built  &  ideally  located.  Private 
baths  &  spacious  rooms.  Separate  out¬ 
side  entrances.  Free  parking  &  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast.  Common  area  with 
TV  &  VCR.  Tel.(61 7)487-3387  or  write  to 
7  Central  St,,  P'town,  MA  02657.  (48) 

MIKE’S  BED  AND  BREAKFAST 
STOCKBRIDGE,  MASSACHUSETTS 
Get  away  from  the  busy  city.  Spend  a 
week  or  weekend  in  the  beautiful 
Berkshires  at  my  B&B.  Walk  to  town, 
short  drive  to  many  cultural  attractions. 
Call  for  rates  and  reservations.  (413) 
298-4095. _  (35) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 
Cozy  woman-only  Inn  located  in  the 
heart  of  snow  country  -  VERMONT.  Ski 
from  our  door  on  miles  of  packed  trails. 
Reasonable  rates,  gorgeous  scenery 
from  every  window.  3  Vi  hrs.  from 
Boston.  Mid-week  discounts.  Call  (802) 
533-7772. _ (35) 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 
The  down-home  place  of  your  dreams 
in  north  country  New  Hampshire. 
Cross-country  ski  from  our  back  door, 
warm  up  in  the  hot  tub.  Down-hill  ski¬ 
ing,  sleigh  rides  &  skating  nearby.  You 
owe  yourself  a  visit  to  the  Highlands 
Inn.  (603)  869-3978.  Box  118G 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  Grace  &  Judi, 
Inn  keepers.  _ (34) 

SWEET  CAROLINE 
A  new  women’s  guest  house  right 
around  the  corner  from  Duval  Street  in  j 
Historic  Key  West.  Patricia  Major,  MD, 
owner.  529  Caroline  Street,  Key  West,] 
FL,  33040,  or  call  (305)  296-5173  (*38)  | 

CHECK’ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECK’ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  park¬ 
ing.  Apartments  also  available.  1  block  | 
bay,  open  year  'round.  487-9029,  25  Win- 
throp  St.  Provincetown  MA  02657.  (20)  I 
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SERVICES 


LEARN  SPANISH  THIS  SPRING 
AT  CASA! 

Spring  term  begins  April  1.  Classes  of-i 
fered  at  all  levels,  in  Cambridge  and 
Jamaica  Plain.  Experienced,  native 
Spanish  speaking  teachers,  and  small 
classes.  For  more  information  and  a 
course  schedule,  call  the  Central 
American  Solidarity  Associaition  at 
492-8699. _ (35) 

"TAX  TAMER"  Expert  income  tax 
work  at  reasonable  rates.  Long  or  short 
forms,  6  years  pro  experience  gay  own¬ 
ed  and  operated.  436-2583.  (39) 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care 
•Sports  Medicine 

•  Diagnosis  &  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office 
Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459\ 


I  SELF-HELP  LITIGATION  MANUAL! 

I  Includes  chapters  on  legal  research; 
I  outline  of  the  legal  system;  overview  of 
I  prisoners  rights;  actions,  remedies  and 
I  defenses;  how  to  litigate  in  federal  court; 
I  parole;  federal  post-conviction  remedies; 
I  detainers;  civil  rights  forms;  law  library 
I  requirements;  and  MORE!!  A  vailable 
I  from  the  publisher  for  $14  to  prisoners 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 

$35 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 
522-0826 


(15.20) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (!) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 
_ (1) 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

(15.3) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  +  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move,  Home  +  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037ot  322-7373  Pat 

_ (48) 

From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI  VANS 

,  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
.  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
►  LIC  and  INS. 

236-1848 


Used  (foreign)  STAMPS— FREE! 

We  have  some  used  stamps  that  we’ve  I 
been  collecting  this  year  and  will  pass  | 
them  on  to  those  prisoners  who  collect 
stamps.  Please  write  for  some  ONLY  if 
you've  checked  to  see  if  you  can  get  used 
stamps  through  the  mail.  We’U  wait  a 
month  and  see  how  many  requests  we  get, 
then  we’ll  divide  them  up  equally  among  I 
the  askers  and  send  them  out,  so  be  pa- 1 
tient.  Thanks. 


|COMING  OUT! 

What  kind  of  support  is  available? 
I  What’s  needed?  How  to  start  getting 
lit?  What  could  prisoners  be  doing 
l(inside  organizing  and  after  they’re 
|ou t ! )?  Ideas? 

Send  Mike  your  feelings  and 
|thoughts  on  everything  here  from 
jobs  to  friendship  to  changes  in  peo- 
(ple’s  attitudes  toward  ‘ex-cons’  etc. 
etc.  I’ll  try  to  put  them  all  together 
and  make  a  story  out  of  them 
Thanks. 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


hOALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  O!  . 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE! 
|AI«»*nd»f  Berk  man.  Prison  Memoirs  of  sn* 
Anarchist! 

I  am  slowly  dying  with  some  type  of] 
cancer  and  my  family  has  totally 
alienated  me  from  their  lives.  Not  on-l 
ly  am  I  hurting  but  I’m  scared  to  death! 
about  dying.  My  so-called  friendsl 
here  are  treating  my  like  some  kind  of  I 
disease.  Doctor  thinks  I  may  have! 
AIDS  and  is  running  tests  now.  II 
would  appreciate  it  very  much  if  you| 
would  put  me  into  your  penpal  ad. 
Thank  you.  Tommy  GRIFFIS, I 
A-279963  (1716),  PO  Box  1100,  Avon| 
Park  FL  33825. 


USMSMMIBI 


In  our  efforts  to  grow  we  ail  need  a 
helping  hand.  I  enjoy  reading,  writing 
and  sports  and  would  like  a  penpal. 

I  Stephen  SIMMONS,  86A  3979,  Box 
367,  Dannemora  NY  12929. _ 

Because  my  stamp  situation  is  still  limited 
I’m  unable  to  reply  directly  to  those  of 
you  that  did  take  the  time  to  PROTEST 
the  Warden  of  this  warehouse  in  Texas.  I 
will  be  taking  the  matter  to  court. 

I  THANKS  to  all  of  you  for  the  show  of 
|  support!  STANDING  TALL  WITH  ALL 
OF  YALL!  Thomas  BUTLER,  389367,  Rt 
4  Box  1200,  Rosharon  TX  77583. _ 

Gay  man  looking  for  info  on 
publishing,  copyright  laws,  etc.  for  a 
novel  I  have  just  completed.  Also 
would  like  to  hear  from  gay  people. 
Age  no  barrier.  I  like  animals,  out¬ 
doors  and  am  very  gentle  loving  per¬ 
son.  Michael  MOON,  085350  (MB  150), 
1150  SW  Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown 
FL  33456. _ 

I  can  be  hard  and  dominant  or  soft 
and  sexy,  and  would  like  to  hear  from 
she  males  and  TSs  who  are  mid-age 
and  up  looking  for  hot  young  love  to 
keep  you  exhausted.  Super  freak. 
Very  open-minded.  Roy  KNIER, 

|  86C125,  135  State  St,  Auburn  NY 
13021. _ 

My  brother  has  written  a  book  (112 
pages)  called  ‘The  People’s  New 
World’  and  I  have  been  looking  for  so¬ 
meone  to  help  make  some  copies  for 
distribution.  Please  let  me  know  if 
you  can  help.  Robert  YURUS,  Box 
B-35609,  Florence  AZ  85232. _ 

1  am  badly  in  need  of  supports.  I  want 

to  come  out  of  the  darkness  to  ex¬ 
press  my  feelings.  I  need  to  share 
some  feelings  about  myself.  I'm  very 
confused.  I’m  a  31  yr  old  bisexual.  Ar¬ 
thur  BANKS,  047643,  Box  900,  Jeffer- 
son  City  MO  65102. _ 

Black  male,  very  interesting  and  love 
all  kinds  of  people.  My  hobbies  are 
basketball,  writing  and  staying 
healthy.  Robert  Lee  ANDERSON, 
EF-166918,  4600  Fulton  Mill  Rd, 
Macon  GA  31213. _ 

Lonely  Black  gay  male,  30,  in  dire 
need  of  intelligent  correspondence  to 
establish  perennial  friendship.  Age 
and  race  are  unimportant.  TS  &  TV 
|  welcome  also!  Richard  DuBOSE, 
186-915,  Box  5500,  Chillicothe  OH 
I  45601. _ 

|  The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to 

hopefully  gain  a  friendship.  Therefore 
I'm  asking  to  be  added  to  your  cor¬ 
respondence  list.  Looking  for  a  gay 
male  who  enjoys  mellow  music,  cam¬ 
ping,  movies,  dancing  and  can  handle 
the  sweet  love  this  young  stud  can 
dish  out.  Terl  D.  MARTIN,  36968,  Box 

2  (L-403),  Lansing  KS  66043. _ 

I’m  a  black  male  and  a  bisexual  look¬ 
ing  for  a  correspondent.  I’m  28  yrs 
young  &  like  dancing,  playing  chess, 
camping  out  and  meeting  people.  Dee 
CAWTHON,  062548  (D-59),  Box  699-W, 
Sneads  FL  32460. _ _ 

I  was  placed  in  your  penpal  list  before 
and  only  heard  from  another  prisoner. 

|  Although  I  did  appreciate  his  letter,  I 
was  hoping  to  make  contact  with  so¬ 
meone  who  could  more  or  less  help 
me  find  work  when  I  parole.  My  family 
has  turned  their  backs  since  I  have 
found  satisfaction  in  being  gay.  I  am 
sincere  in  my  intentions.  Good  luck 
with  the  magazine.  Floyd  GOODSON, 
058384  (Box  295),  1150  SW  Allapattah 
Rd,  Indiantown  FL  33456 _ 

I'm  doing  2  years  for  bad  checks.  My 
family  lives  in  Ken.  and  Indiana  and 
they  send  no  mail  (neither  does 
anybody  else).  Please  write.  Bobby 
PITMAN,  115514  Fox-5-C-7T,  Box  174, 
St  Gabriel  LA  70776 
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[ I  am  a  gay  38  yr  old  woman  that  will 
I  be  releasing  to  the  Houston  areal 
[when  released  (1990).  I  would  like  to 
[hear  form  women  in  that  area  to 
become  friends  and  hear  about  jobs,  j 
local  attitudes,  and  housing  condi¬ 
tions  in  that  area.  Jerri  GERARDI,  I 
06267-018,  Box  A,  Cottage  16,  Alder- 1 
|  son  WV  24910 _ 

[25  yr  old  lesbian-lndian  looking  fori 
penpals  who  enjoy  poetry,  art,  lesbian  I 
feminism,  sharing  experiences  andl 
the  realness  of  sincere  friendship,  ll 
am  financially  secure  and  need  nol 
money.  Women  only  please.  Bettyl 
CURL,  0301W,  2605  State  St,  Salem| 
OR  97310. _ 

Note  to  Betty:  Alas,  No  More  Cages,  I 
the  excellent  periodical  for  women  in  | 
prison,  is  no  more.  Sorry. _ 

20  yr  old  gay  female  would  like  to  I 
write  to  people  on  the  outside  whol 
are  willing  to  share  their  interests  and 
gain  a  friend.  My  interests  are  varied 
land  I  like  to  learn  new  things.  Liesl 
I  HALE,  Box  7007,  Carson  City  NV  | 
89702.  _ 

I  would  like  to  correspond  with  some  I 
I  ladies  if  possible  (inside  or  out).  I  love 
I  to  rollerskate,  listen  to  nice  music, 

I  play  sports  of  any  kind.  Diane  CLAY,  I 
1273207,  PO  Box  17,  Gig  Harbor,  WA  | 
198335. 
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TV/TS  info  service 
North  American  Transvestite 
Transsexual  Clearinghouse,  600  E. 
Pine  St,  Seattle,  WA  98122.  (206)  | 
624-8266  


DICTIONARIES!! 

The  Books  for  Prisoners  Project 
has  been  sitting  pretty  with  a  BOX 
of  dictionaries  from  Lesbian 
Herstory  Archives  but  now  they’re 
all  given  out  and  we  need  MORE! 
If  you  or  your  group  would  like  to 
donate  an  old  dictionary  or  2,  or 
some  money  to  buy  used  or  cheap 
ones,  PLEASE  DO!!!  (Thanks!) 

[PRISONER  VISITATION  &| 
SUPPORT 
I  (Sponsored  by  War  Resisters  I 
I  League,  AFSC,  Jewish  Peace 
I  Fellowship,  Unit-Univ  Service 
lComm.  etc.) 

I  PRISONERS!:  PVS  visits  any 
I  federal  or  military  prisoner  wan- 
1  ting  a  visit!  PVS  offers  friend¬ 
ship,  regular  visits,  study 
I  materials,  helps  with  family 
I  communications  and  legal  refer- 
j  rals  and  writes  letters  of  recom- 
[  mendation  to  parole  boards. 
OUTSIDE  SUPPORT!: 

PVS  is  expanding  its  visitor  net¬ 
work  and  seeking  additional 
volunteer  visitors.  Please  contact 
PVS,  1501  Cherry  St,  Phila,  PA 
19102;  (215)241-7117. 


PRISONERS!  Please  send  us  some 
doodles,  drawings,  poems  and 
poetic  scribblings  for  this  summer’s 
prisoner  centerspread  of  poetry  and 
drawings.  DON’T  WORRY  if  you 
aren’t  a  ‘pro’!  Some  of  your  heart¬ 
felt  jottings  and  scribbles  are  the 
best  we  ever  see!  (But  if  we’re  lucky 
and  get  a  FLOOD  of  stuff,  please 
don’t  be  pissed  if  we  can’t  put  in 
everything.  THANKS!  (this  is  the 
fun-est  part  of  the  prisoner  project 
—  smile) 


OIL6ND&R 


March  14 
to 

March  27 


14  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Le  Gay  Cabaret  with  Kate 
Rushin,  United  Fruit  Co.  and  others,  to 
benefit  Gay  Community  News.  Paine  Hall, 
Harvard  Univ.  7:30PM.  $5-10.  Wheelchair 
accessible,  ASL  interpreted,  childcare  by 
reservation.  Info:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Singles  discuss 
“Intimacy,  Spirituality  &  Love.”  DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8PM.  Info:  Jean,  277-8150. 

15  Sunday 

Brookline  —  Am  Tikva  Purim  Brunch  (dairy 
veggie  potluck)  and  Megillah  reading. 
1762  Beacon  St.  Workmen’s  Circle. 
12:30PM.  Info:  782-8894. 

Brookline  —  Brookline,  Brighton,  Allston 
lesbian  neighborhood  potluck  dinner  & 
board  games.  6PM.  Info:  327-1404. 

Watertown  —  Gays  &  Lesbians  of  Water- 
town  monthly  meeting.  7PM.  Info:  Rich, 
926-5371  or  Mary  Ann,  894-7625. 

Bridgton,  ME  —  Gay  Men’s  Social  Assoc. 

potluck  brunch.  1-5PM.  All  gay  and  bi¬ 
sexual  men  welcome.  BYOB.  Info:  (603) 
367-8304. 

Boston  —  “Shoot  the  Moon”  at  Paradise, 
a  Beantown  Softball  League  fundraiser. 
5-8PM. 

Boston  —  Legacy,  lesbian/gay  elders  & 

friends,  annual  fundraiser  at  Mario’s.  69 
Church  St.  4-6PM.  $10.  Info:  425-4907. 

16  monday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  parents  &  co¬ 
parents  rap.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Boston  —  B.U.  Lesbian/Gay  Alliance 
Movie  Night.  Geo.  Sherman  Union,  Rm. 
315.  Info:  353-9808. 

17  tuesday 

Boston  —  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston 
discussion,  ‘Your  Rights  as  a  Gay  Father,” 
with  speaker  Kevin  Cathcart.  Info: 
742-7897. 

Boston  —  Community  Center  Center  for 

lesbians  and  gay  men,  monthly  meeting. 
City  Hall,  Rm.  801.  7PM.  All  welcome.  In¬ 
fo:  425-4907. 

Cambridge  —  WITCH  presents  “Home  of 
the  Freee:  Ecstatic  Communion  in  Radical 
Feminist  Poetry,”  by  Melissa  Fletcher. 
Episcopal  Divinity  School,  99  Brattle  St. 
8PM.  $5  donation.  491-3549. 

Boston  —  Legacy,  lesbian/gay  elders  & 
friends,  drop-in.  GLCS,  6  Hamilton  PI. 
11AM-4PM.  Info:  425-4907. 

18  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  over  49  discuss, 
“Lesbians  Who  Love  Too  Much.”  DOB, 
Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  8PM.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  “Say  it  Sister,”  hosted  by  Kate 
Rushin.  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7-8PM. 

Cambridge  —  Feminist  Discussion  group, 
topic:  Food  Obsessions.  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8PM.  Free.  All  women 
welcome.  Info:  354-8807. 

19  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Ann  Reed  in  concert.  Allegra 
Coffeehouse,  YWCA  7  Temple  St.  8PM. 
$6.  Info:  547-1378. 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  GALA  monthly 
meeting.  7:30PM.  Info:  Joe,  282-7822. 


Boston  —  GCA/’s  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading:  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  7PM-on.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN :  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Drop-in  discussion  for 
women  with  incest  histories,  topic:  Mourn¬ 
ing.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30-9:30PM.  Info:  492-1818. 

Cambridge  —  Harvard  Institute  of  Politics 
students  present  “The  Normal  Heart,  ”  by 
Larry  Kramer.  JFK  School  of  Gov't. 
Through  3/22.  $4.  Info:  495-1380. 

Boston  —  Gay/lesbian  Union  activists 

potluck  sponsored  by  GALLANT.  145  Tre¬ 
mont  St.,  2nd  fl.  6:30PM.  All  welcome. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Info:  Gerry, 
442-4324. 

Amherst  —  Local  organizing  meeting  for 

lesbian/gay  March  on  Washington.  UMass 
Student  Union,  rm.  413.  7:30PM.  Info: 
Felice,  (413)  545-4824. 

20  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Angry  Arts  presents  an  Afro- 
American  double  feature:  No  Vietnamese 
Ever  Called  Me  Nigger  and  A  People 
United.  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  7:30PM.  Also 
Sat.  &  Sun.  Info:  625-9279. 

Boston  —  Stephen  McCauley,  author  of 
The  Object  of  My  Affection,  reading.  Glad 
Day  Bookshop.  43  Winter  St.,  2nd  fl.  8PM. 
$2.  Info:  542-0144. 

Brookline  —  Lily  Tomlin,  the  film.  Coolidge 
Corner  Moviehouse,  290  Harvard  St.  Info: 
734-2500. 

Boston  —  Women  in  Theatre  Festival  opens 
with  “Alarms,”  by  Monstrous  Regiment 
theatre  company.  Northeastern  '  Univ. 
Alumni  Aud.,  360  Huntington  Ave.  8PM. 
$10-12.50.  Info:  437-2247. 


Monstrous  Regiment,  20  friday 

21  Saturday 

Boston  —  Paint,  nail  and  clean  party  at 
GCA/’s  new  office.  62  Berkeley  St.,  South 
End.  Near  Arlington  and  Dover  T-stops.  All 
day.  Info:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Amethyst  Women’s  Spring 
Fever  Dance.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  9-12PM.  $4 
more  or  less.  Drug-  and  alcohol-free. 
Childcare  provided. 

Boston  —  Two  in  Twenty,  Boston’s  own 
lesbian  soap  opera,  sponsors  Women’s 
Video  Night  to  benefit  the  Saints  Collective. 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  8-1 1:30PM.  $5 
donation.  Info:  524-6058. 

Boston  —  Women’s  Theological  Center  5th 

anniversary  celebration  with  Kate  Rushin, 
poetry,  Paula  Elliott,  jazz,  and  more. 
Children’s  Museum.  6-10PM.  $10-25. 


Charlie  Shively,  27  friday 

22  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Potluck  brunch  with  Cam¬ 
bridge  Lesbian  Neighbors.  Noon.  All 
women  welcome.  Info:  491-3789. 

Cambridge  —  Foreign  Lesbians  to  meet 
over  brunch.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  12-3PM.  Info:  Chauvette  or  Maria, 
661-6105. 

Worcester  —  “Erection  of  Spring,”  a 

Beantown  Softball  League  fundraiser.  The 
Mailbox.  7-10PM. 

Boston  —  Men’s  support  groups  forming. 
Boston  Men’s  Center,  59  Bay  State  Rd. 
6:30PM,  potluck  supper.  7-9  workshop. 
Free.  Pre-registration:  247-4056  or 
965-9833. 

Dorchester  —  Avery  Brooks  portrays  Paul 
Robeson  in  benefit  for  the  Mel  King  for 
Congress  campaign.  Strand  Theater,  543 
Columbia  Rd.  7:30PM.  Info:  424-9342,  or 
267-3759. 

23  monday 

Boston  —  B.U.  gay/lesbian  student 
discussion:  Politics  and  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Info:  353-9808. 

24  tuesday 

Boston  —  Orientation  for  potential  Support 
Services  Team  volunteers.  AAC,  661 
Boylston  St.  7:30PM.  Info:  437-6200. 

Boston  —  Legacy,  lesbian/gay  elders  & 
friends,  drop-in.  GLCS,  6  Hamilton  PI. 
11AM-4PM.  Social:  6PM,  Cambridge  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Elders,  15  Pearl  St.  Info: 
425-4907. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  22  and  under. 

DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass  Ave.  8PM.  Info:  661-3633. 

25  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Boston  Bisexual  Men’s  Net¬ 
work  general  meeting.  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Sq. 
7:30PM.  Info:  247-6683. 

Cambridge  —  Writer’s  support  group. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30-9:30PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  Women  in  Theater  Festival.  Suf¬ 
folk  Univ.  Theater.  Through  the  weekend. 
Info:  720-1988. 


26  thursday 


Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 

Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10PM. 
Info:  354-8807. 

I 

27  friday 

Cambridge  —  Black  Rose  Lectures 
presents  Charlie  Shively,  “Anarchy  and 
Schizophrenia.”  MIT,  105  Mass.  Ave. 
Rm.  9-150.  8PM.  Free. 

Dorchester  —  Monthly  LEGACY  potluck. 

Cambridge  Elders  Ctr.  6PM.  Info:  Ann 
Maguire,  725-3485. 

Boston  —  AIDS  Action  Committee  presents 
“Psychological  Issues  of  Drug  Protocols.” 
Chapel,  Mass  Mental  Health  Center,  74 
Fenwood  Rd.  7-8:30PM.  Free.  Info: 
437-6400. 


The  Good  Father.  Directed  by  Mike 

Newell.  Starring  Anthony  Hopkins.  At 
Copley  Place. 

The  Good  Father  is  the  story  of  a 
man  who  took  the  women’s  movement 
personally  and  consequently  is  left 
with  little  sense  of  his  place  in  corn- 
temporary  sociey,  or  so  director  Mike 
Newell  purports.  Bill  Hooper  (played  by 
Anthony  Hopkins)  is  a  sort  of  middle- 
aged  James  Dean.  While  whining  and 
temper  tantrums  were  Dean’s  hallmark 
in  the  ’50s  and  did  much  to  further  his 
career,  this  behavior  does  not  endear 
us  to  Bill,  a  man  recently  separated 
from  his  wife  and  six-year-old  son.  Bill 
passes  the  first  half  of  the  film  in  a 
rebellious  depression,  bombing  around 
London  on  his  motorcycle  dressed  like 
Peter  Fonda  in  Easy  Rider  and  having 
visions  of  suffocating  his  son.  Inex¬ 
plicably  mid-way  through  the  film  he 
doffs  his  leather  bike  gear  and  dons  a 
suit  and  tie  to  return  to  work  marketing 
trashy  novels.  It  appears  the  temper 
tantrum  is  over. 

Bill  befriends  Roger  at  a  cocktail 
party  early  on  in  the  film  when  he 
discovers  that  Roger  too  is  recently 
separated  from  his  wife  and  young 
son.  It  is  not  hard  to  see  how  Bill’s 
mind  works.  When  Roger  tells  him  that 
his  wife  is  a  lesbian  and  has  had  her 
lover  move  in,  Bill’s  life  is  given  new 
meaning.  Here  is  the  perfect  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  Bill  to  work  through  his  anger  at 
his  own  wife  and  child  (he  explains  at 
one  point  that  his  marriage  was  fine 
until  the  boy  was  born)  by  helping  to 
ruin  the  life  of  Roger’s  wife  and  son. 
Bill  convinces  Roger  to  take  court  ac¬ 
tion  to  obtain  custody  of  the  child  from 
the  two  women  on  the  grounds  that  the 
lesbian  relationship  will  be  detrimental 
to  the  child’s  upbringing.  Winning  the 
case  appears  to  be  a  kind  of  catharsis 
for  Bill,  hence  the  return  to  work  and 
suit  wearing. 

Unless  you  are  a  middle-aged, 
bigoted,  heterosexual  man  who  has 
left  his  ungrateful  wife  and  selfish 
child  in  a  huff  please  do  not  give  this 
movie  a  second  glance  in  the  listings. 
The  characters  are  hollow,  dislikable 
and  ignorant  of  their  own  needs.  At  one 
point  in  the  film  Bill  explains  to  Roger 
that  the  bottom  line  for  radical 
feminists  is  that  “they  want  us  [men] 
dead.”  In  Bill’s  case,  he  couldn’t  be 
more  right. 

—  Ann  Fry 

American  Indian  Women 

Kitchen  Table:  Women  of  Color  Press 
is  seeking  submissions  from  American 
Indian  women  writers  for  possible 
Autumn  1987  or  Spring  1988  publica¬ 
tion.  The  Press  is  particularly  in¬ 
terested  in  receiving  fiction,  either 
from  novels  or  short  story  collections, 
but  will  also  consider  poetry  and  non¬ 
fiction  prose. 

Submissions  should  be  typed, 
double-spaced;  send  no  more  than  30 
pages  of  a  longer  work.  Include  a  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  work  in  your  cover  letter. 
March  31,  1987,  is  the  deadline  for  fall 
publication. 

Write:  Kitchen  Table,  P.O.  Box  908, 
Latham,  NY  12110. 


Purple  Stages 

The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Theatre 
Alliance  in  Los  Angeles  (GALTA)  is 
organizing  Purple  Stages:  A  Celebra¬ 
tion  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Culture,  to  be 
held  in  the  Los  Angeles  area  in 
September  1987.  Gay  and  lesbian  per¬ 
formers  are  invited  to  participate  in 
Purple  Stages  which  will  be  included  in 
the  Fringe  Festival/Los  Angeles,  a 
larger  arts  festival. 

For  details  contact  Bill  Kaiser, 
GALTA,  7985  Santa  Monica  Bl.,  Ste. 
109,  West  Hollywood,  CA  90046.  The 
GALTA  office  number  is  (213)  661-1982 
and  their  events  hotline  is  (213) 
250-1413. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Terri  L.  Rutter 


GayCommunity  News 
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Gay  Community  News  is 

in  its  fourteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  hig_ 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News ! 

My  name  is _ Address _ 

City _ _  State _ Zip _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

—  1  year  $33.00  $ 

25  weeks  $20.00  $ 

25  weeks/low  income  $12.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 

which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 


